FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to request the following information under the Freedom of Information act 2000:

All prosecutions of, and civil penalties issued to, companies by the Council under the Housing Act 2004 since 2010, including name of the company, date of prosecution/penalty, size of monetary penalty including costs awarded, and a brief description of the offence

Please find the relevant supporting information attached.  
In relation to civil penalties the Council applies s30 (1) (b) which states: 

(1) Information held by a public authority is exempt information if it has at any time been held by the authority for the purpose of - 
b) any investigation which is conducted by the authority and in the circumstances may lead to a decision by the authority to institute criminal proceedings which the authority has the power to conduct. 
The information held in relation to this request relates to enforcement action taken by the Council in accordance with their powers under Housing Act 2004. Such action may be criminal prosecution or alternatively issuing a financial penalty. 
This is a qualified exemption and is therefore subject to the Public Interest Test. 
Factors in favour of disclosure: 

· The Council acknowledges that there is public interest in identifying companies that have not complied with all aspects of the Housing Act 2004. 
· There is a strong public interest in the Council being transparent in terms of the work it undertakes and the need to be held accountable for the way in which it operates. 
Factors in favour of maintaining the exemption: 

· Disclosure of this information may prejudice criminal investigations in future. 
· The Housing Act 2004 allows the Council the option to issue financial penalties rather than inititiate criminal proceedings, which is more efficient and less costly for the Council. 

· Those facing prosecution are more likely to engage with the Council where there is the option of a financial penalty. Disclosure of their details may lead to non-engagement. 

As such, the Council considers the public interest falls in favour of maintaining the exemption. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
