Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Children’s Services
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. The total number of referrals to Children’s Services per year each year for the last five years

Answer:
	Calendar Year
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025

	Referrals
	2,343
	2,528
	3,182
	3,167
	4,188


Information on referrals for all local authorities per financial year is available from Department for Education via the statutory CIN census and can be accessed via https://department-for-education.shinyapps.io/local-authority-interactive-tool

2.
The total budget allocated to Children’s services (by calendar year or financial year, whichever is easier) each year for the last five years

	
	FY 2020-21
	FY 2021-22
	FY 2022-23
	FY 2023-24
	FY 2024-25

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Budget
	55,617,700
	55,834,900
	57,652,200
	61,718,500
	80,571,900


The budget above is for Children’s Social Care only and excludes budgets for Early Help, SEND and Education


3.
The total cost of employing agency (temporary / non-staff) social workers per year each year for the last five years
	
	FY 2020-21
	FY 2021-22
	FY 2022-23
	FY 2023-24
	FY 2024-25

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Actual
	    1,990,392 
	    1,566,355 
	    2,157,135 
	    2,154,448 
	    2,288,198 




4.
Total expenditure on housing children and young adults in non-local authority (ie. privately run) children’s homes per year each year for the last five years, and the average cost per child per annum for such placements in each year for the last five years

	
	FY 2020-21
	FY 2021-22
	FY 2022-23
	FY 2023-24
	FY 2024-25

	
	£
	£
	£
	£
	£

	Actual
	  10,248,994 
	  11,953,508 
	  12,628,160 
	  17,571,700 
	  21,577,207 

	Average Cost per child per annum
	       212,428 
	       226,665 
	       253,068 
	       291,712 
	       298,646 


The spends are for Children Looked After placed in External Residential Homes only

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
