Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: children and families with NRPF (No Recourse to Public Funds)
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1.Please provide your record of the numbers of families with children where parents/carers are subject to the NRPF condition and who are presently supported by your Children’s Services team(s) under section 17 of the Children Act as of 5th February 2025.

Answer:
PFA (Persons from Abroad) – Total 17 NRPF families supported under Section 17 as of 5th February 2025


2. Please provide your record of the total number of children in such households, presently supported by your Children’s Services team(s) under section 17 of the Children Act as of 5th February 2025

Total number of children supported - 32

3. Please provide your record of the numbers of families supported by your Children’s Services team(s) under s17 of the Children Act where parents/ carers are subject to the NRPF condition and are being provided with financial support at the ‘subsistence standard’- i.e., analogous to Home Office Asylum Support rates – as of 5th February 2025.

Our PFA subsistence support amount is based on each PFA family’s individual circumstances and the needs. So, the rate is not the same for all and not as per the standard asylum support rate. 

4. Please provide your record of the numbers of families supported by your Children’s Services team(S) under s17 of the Children Act where parents/ carers are subject to the NRPF condition and are being provided with financial support at the ‘welfare standard’- i.e, analogous to welfare benefits/ foster care rates- as of 5th February 2025

Our PFA subsistence support amount is based on each PFA family’s individual circumstances and their needs. The amount varies and are decided on case-by-case basis based on our financial assessments.
5. Please provide your record of the numbers of families where parents/carers subject to the NRPF condition have approached your Children’s Services Teams and subsequently had applications for financial support denied following an assessment of need under s17 of the Children Act in the 12 months between 5th February 2024 and 5th February 2025.

Only those cases come to PFA when they are eligible for Section 17 support. Otherwise, the support is denied when families are referred to CASP (Children’s Advice, Support and Prevention Service) / SAT (Specialist Autism Team) / Children in Need (CIN). 

CIN = we would need to manually trawl through the system which would exceed the 18hrs threshold. 
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.  This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may wish to refine and resubmit your request so that it reduces the
cost to within the 'appropriate limit'.

6. Please provide a breakdown of the financial support levels available to families where parents/carers are subject to the NRPF condition and who are being provided with financial support by your Children’s Services team(s) at the ‘subsistence standard’- i.e. analogous to Home Office Asylum Support rates.

PFA accommodation and subsistence amounts vary and are decided on case-by-case basis based on our financial assessments

7.  Please provide a breakdown of the financial support levels available to families where parents/carers are subject to the NRPF condition and who are being provided with financial support by your Children’s Services team(s) at the ‘welfare standard’- i.e. analogous to welfare benefits/foster care rates.

PFA accommodation and subsistence amounts vary and are decided on case-by-case basis based on our financial assessments

8. Please provide your record of the numbers of families supported by your Children’s Services team(S) under s17 of the Children Act where parents/carers are subject to the NRPF condition, and who are subject to the section 17 eligibility restrictions set down in Schedule 3 of the Nationality, Immigration and Asylum Act 2002, but who are being provided with financial support beyond the basic subsistence level following an assessment of need.

We appreciate your cooperation. We look forward to receiving the requested information within the statutory timeframe of 20 working days.

PFA do not provide any financial support to Asylum seeker families. 

CIN = 2  

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
