FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I am writing to request access to the following information held by Leicester City Council, relating to a site adjacent to my property (92 Adderley Road, LE2 1WB) at 219 Clarendon Park Road, currently under the control or development of Leicester Sikh Centre and Guru Amardas Gurdwara (Charity Number: 1017427):

Please provide:

All correspondence (emails, letters, meeting minutes, internal memos) between:

Leicester City Council's Planning Department, and/or Building Control and Leicester Sikh Centre and Guru Amardas Gurdwara Charity or its representatives from December 31st 2024 to present.

Any planning applications, pre-application enquiries, or enforcement notices related to the site.

Any complaints, inspections, site visits, or risk assessments conducted at the site.

Any internal correspondence or reports discussing the legality, safety, or appropriateness of the development.

Any recorded information held by the council about:

Whether the charity holds or has sought planning permission

Whether building control approval was granted or refused

Whether the charity was advised on or warned about compliance or safety issues
This request falls under Environmental Information Regulations 2014 rather than Freedom of Information 2000. The Council therefore responds in accordance with the provisions of those Regulations. 

The council holds some of the information you have requested and responds as follows: 
All correspondence (emails, letters, meeting minutes, internal memos) between:

Leicester City Council's Planning Department, and/or Building Control and Leicester Sikh Centre and Guru Amardas Gurdwara Charity or its representatives from December 31st 2024 to present.

This information is withheld from release under Regulations 12(5)(d), 5(3), 12(3) and 13 and 12(4)(e).  

Regulation 12(5)(d) - confidentiality of proceedings. 
Regulation 12(5)(d) provides that a public authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of the proceedings of that public authority, or any other public authority, where such confidentiality is provided by law.

  

There is a public interest that local authorities are appropriately open and transparent about their decision-making processes. This is particularly so in respect of concerns about planning matters.

However, there is also a strong public interest in ensuring that the Council is able to provide a robust process and communicate with applicants in relation to their planning applications 
Therefore, the public interest in maintaining the application of regulation 12(5)(d) outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

Regulations 5(3), 12(3) and 13 – personal information  

Some of the information is personal information and is exempt from disclosure. Disclosure of this information to the public at large would breach the UK GDPR principals as there is no lawful basis on which to process the information and to do so would be unfair. 
Regulation 12(5)(e) – Internal Communications 

Some of the information is internal communications between officers. It is necessary for council officers to have a safe space in which to discuss the merits of proposals and implications of decisions internally. 

There is a public interest that local authorities are appropriately open and transparent about their decision-making processes. This is particularly so in respect of concerns about planning matters.

However, there is also a strong public interest in ensuring that Council officers are able to discuss matters internally in order to consider the options available in order to offer the best advice and progress planning applications swiftly and efficiently. The public interest is met by the applications being considered and determined by Planning Committee. 
Therefore, the public interest in maintaining the application of regulation 12(5)(e) outweighs the public interest in disclosure. 
Any planning applications, pre-application enquiries, or enforcement notices related to the site.

There have been no complete planning applications since December 2024. 
In relation to incomplete planning applications that have been submitted, the Council applies Regulation 12(4)(d). 

Regulation 12(4)(d) – unfinished documents 

Regulation 12(4)(c) provides an exception to material that is incomplete or unfinished. 

Whilst there is an inherent public interest in the work the Council does, the Council considers that there is no or limited public interest in planning applications that are made where they are incomplete and therefore not processed by the Council. 

Therefore, the public interest in maintaining the application of regulation 12(5)(d) outweighs the public interest in disclosure. 

Any complaints, inspections, site visits, or risk assessments conducted at the site.

This information is withheld from release under Regulations 12(5)(d), 5(3), 12(3) and 13.  

Regulation 12(5)(d) - confidentiality of proceedings. 
Regulation 12(5)(d) provides that a public authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of the proceedings of that public authority, or any other public authority, where such confidentiality is provided by law.

  

There is a public interest that local authorities are appropriately open and transparent about their decision-making processes. This is particularly so in respect of concerns about planning matters.

However, there is also a strong public interest in ensuring that the Council is able to provide a robust process and communicate with applicants in relation to their planning applications 
Therefore, the public interest in maintaining the application of regulation 12(5)(d) outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

Regulations 5(3), 12(3) and 13 – personal information  

Some of the information is personal information and is exempt from disclosure. Disclosure of this information to the public at large would breach the UK GDPR principals as there is no lawful basis on which to process the information and to do so would be unfair. 

Any internal correspondence or reports discussing the legality, safety, or appropriateness of the development.

The Council withholds this information under Regulation 12(5)(e). 

Regulation 12(5)(e) – Internal Communications 

Some of the information is internal communications between officers. It is necessary for council officers to have a safe space in which to discuss the merits of proposals and implications of decisions internally. 

There is a public interest that local authorities are appropriately open and transparent about their decision-making processes. This is particularly so in respect of concerns about planning matters.

However, there is also a strong public interest in ensuring that Council officers are able to discuss matters internally in order to consider the options available in order to offer the best advice and progress planning applications swiftly and efficiently. The public interest is met by the applications being considered and determined by Planning Committee. 
Therefore, the public interest in maintaining the application of regulation 12(5)(e) outweighs the public interest in disclosure. 

Any recorded information held by the council about:

Whether the charity holds or has sought planning permission

Whether building control approval was granted or refused

Whether the charity was advised on or warned about compliance or safety issues

This information is withheld from release under Regulations 12(5)(d). 

Regulation 12(5)(d) - confidentiality of proceedings. 
Regulation 12(5)(d) provides that a public authority may refuse to disclose information to the extent that its disclosure would adversely affect the confidentiality of the proceedings of that public authority, or any other public authority, where such confidentiality is provided by law.

  

There is a public interest that local authorities are appropriately open and transparent about their decision-making processes. This is particularly so in respect of concerns about planning matters.

However, there is also a strong public interest in ensuring that the Council is able to provide a robust process and communicate with applicants in relation to their planning applications 
Therefore, the public interest in maintaining the application of regulation 12(5)(d) outweighs the public interest in disclosure.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
