FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please provide all correspondence with Jonathan Ashworth in respect of planning applications that have been, or are currently being, considered by your council.
Further to our request for clarification, you narrowed you search criteria to;
I would like to know about residential development applications between 2017 and 2023. 

Section 12 of the Act allows a public authority to refuse a request for information where the cost of dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450 (equivalent to 18 hours of work).  This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, and then locating, retrieving and extracting said data.

The narrowed time frame has still produced a search of over 300 e-mails from our generic ‘Planning’ in box.  These are not necessarily correspondence from and to Jon Ashworth, he is often cc’d in to e mails by members of the public etc.  To determine what is relevant to the request, staff would need to trawl through all e mails to extract the data requested, e mails to the planning team will often involve multiple attachments, further adding to the time required.  All planning staff and management would need to search each of their own e mail correspondence, and again, trawl through the attachments etc. to locate the relevant data.  We would then need to trawl through each planning application file to establish if at some point, correspondence was received from Mr Ashworth, involving potentially weeks of officer time. 
This is therefore a refusal notice under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

All correspondence relating to planning applications is also available online on our planning portal: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/planning-and-building/planning-applications/search-planning-applications/
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
