Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
Re: Biodiversity Net Gain (BNG)
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

- When is the Local Planning Authority planning to introduce Biodiversity Net Gain as a mandatory requirement for all small development projects in the LPA's jurisdiction? Please provide a specific date and a short definition of what the LPA classes as a 'small development project'.

Answer:

BNG policy will be determined formally through the Council’s emerging Local Plan, following confirmation of Government policy in the form of the Environment Bill currently going through Parliament, or earlier should new Planning Policy Guidance be published by the Government 


- If a specific date has not yet been decided, does your Local Planning Authority intend to introduce a requirement for planning applications to include localised Biodiversity Net Gain plans for small development project within the 24 months following the passing of the Environment Bill? (Please define 'Biodiversity Gain Plan' as any document that is analogous to the type of document specified in the Environment Bill).

The timing of formal policy adoption is not known but intends to pursue all relevant national policy obligations as soon as possible through local policy adoption once the Government makes these clear. 


- Is there any material that sets out what criteria a Biodiversity Gain Plan needs to meet in order to be accepted by the authority for a small development project? If such material exists please can it be attached to your response. If such material does not exist, please provide a brief description of what criteria a Biodiversity Gain Plan needs to meet within your LPA. (Again, please define 'Biodiversity Gain Plan' as any document that is analogous to the type of document specified in the Environment Bill).
Detailed policy guidance is not yet available for circulation. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17(1) of the FOIA and Regulation 14 of the EIR, because, in accordance with Section 1(1) of FOIA and Regulation 12(4)(a) of EIR, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.


- Who is the official at your Local Planning Authority that is tasked with ensuring that Biodiversity Net Gain is implemented for the LPA?

The Head of Planning is responsible for developing Planning Policy for approval by the Council.

- Does the LPA's approach to Net Gain require all 'Biodiversity Gain Plans' to be produced by an accredited ecologist? 

Yes, a suitably qualified and accredited ecologist would be expected to produce appropriate BNG Plans to be submitted with an application for development.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
