FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Tenants payment of Rent two weeks free over Christmas Period

1. Who funds the non payment of tenants rent, as explained in the tenancy agreement "you have two weeks free over Christmas Period). 
Tenants are charged rent for a full 52 weeks of the year, however, this is collected over 50 weeks.

2. Is there a loss to the Council Tax payer? 
No, there is no loss to the Council taxpayer.

3. How much is loss to the Leicester City Council tax payer in uncollected revenue, ie If all rents are paid weekly, what is the total of council tenant rents income. 
There is no loss to the council.

4. What is the loss of weekly collection of the "two weeks free". 
There is no loss.  Rent is charged for the full 52 weeks but collected over 50 weeks.

Housing Benefits advice for two free rents during Christmas period.
5. Should all tenants in receipt of UC, advise UC they have NO rent to pay during that two weeks. 
Yes. As part of their Universal Credit application, tenants advise the Department of Work & Pensions of the terms of their tenancy – including their weekly rental liability and any “rent free weeks” that apply. Their housing costs are then calculated based on a monthly average of their total rental liability across the financial year.
6. Are tenants informed of their UC responsibility whilst in receipt of the two weeks free rent. 
Yes, The DWP will notify the tenants of their commitments when claiming UC. Leicester City Council will also confirm to all tenants their rental obligations.

7. Has the housing benefits council department in place in its housing benefit payments non payment of "two weeks free of Council tenant rents"? 
Households receiving Housing Benefit will not receive Housing Benefit for the two weeks that rent is not due.
8. How many council tenants pay full rents. ie not in receipt of housing benefits.
5,014 tenants pay full rent and are not in receipt of any benefits.

9. How much Housing Benefits are paid to Leicester City Council weekly. 
The average weekly HB payment for 2024/25 is £566,461

10. How much Housing Benefits was paid to Leicester City Council during the "free 2 weeks" during Christmas Period of financial year of 2024-2025.
Nil.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
