Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Further to your local authority declaring a climate emergency and setting a target for your area to be carbon neutral by 2030 please

advise:

1. If you have published a plan setting out how you will achieve this target. If so please provide a link to the document.
Leicester’s Climate Emergency Strategy & Action Plan is available on our website at: https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-plans-and-strategies/environment-and-sustainability/climate-emergency/
2. What reduction (if any) in your local authority's own carbon emissions so far.
In 2019/20 Leicester City Council’s carbon emissions were 20,073 tCO2e. This is a reduction of 26,763 tCO2e (57.1%) against our baseline year of 2008/09.

3. What reduction (if any) in your local authority's own energy consumption.
In 2019/20 the council consumed 30,882 MWh of electricity, a reduction of 23,258 MWh (42.3%) against our baseline year of 2008/09. In the same year the council consumed 34,307 MWh of gas, a reduction of 35,365 MWh (50.8%) against 2008/09.

4. What incentives you have provided (if any) for electric cars. For example, reduction in parking permits and fees.
The Council’s first electric vehicle chargers in public car parks provided free electricity to users. This is now considered to distort the true cost of running an EV; and from 2021 our public chargers will use a PAYG model.

5. How much of your local authority's own vehicle fleet has been switched to electric vehicles?
The council currently operates 33 x full electric vehicles and 2 x hybrid electric vehicles. Which represents around 4.5% of our fleet.

6. How many new street trees (if any) you have planted in the financial year 2020/21.
Leicester City Council planted 303 extra large nursery tree stock specimens in 2020/21 in a range of park and street locations. In addition we planted 5,458 small trees many of which were alongside the public highway.

7.  What changes (if any) you have undertaken to ease planning restrictions to convert commercial to residential properties.

None. The regulations which apply to ‘easing planning restrictions to convert commercial to residential properties’ are a matter for the Government not the Council. The Policy considerations which the Council applies to applications for planning permission and prior approval applications are publicly available at https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/policies-plans-and-strategies/planning-and-development/
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
