FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to request the following information: 

· • A copy of the Council’s current operational guidance for SEND High Needs Block funding allocation (a URL to current policy document would be fine); 

This letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, the Council Website and is already in the public domain.

https://families.leicester.gov.uk/send-local-offer/
· • Information that describes “top-up”, “banding,” “matrix,” or “element” arrangements that the Council uses to guide its allocation of High Needs Block funding to mainstream schools, resource base / units in mainstream schools, and special schools; 
Pupils with SEND are allocated a banding depending on the type of provision they attend and their assessed needs.

· • Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band, matrix point, or element attracts in the current financial year (2022-23); 
	Mainstream top-ups
	
	

	
	2021/2022
	From 01/09/2022

	Band 1 (15 - 20 hours per week)
	         2,272 
	           2,630 

	Band 2 (21 - 25 hours per week)
	         5,636 
	           8,383 

	Band 3 (32.5 hours per week)
	         8,900 
	         12,698 

	
	
	


	DSP Top-ups (Place funding of £10,000 + top-up)

	
	
	

	
	2021/2022
	2022/2023

	Band 1
	         5,090 
	           5,090 

	Band 2
	         7,224 
	           7,224 


	Special Schools (Place funding of £10,000 + top up). 

	
	
	

	
	2021/2022
	2022/2023

	Band 1
	£12,784
	£12,853

	Band 2
	£12,853
	£13,245

	Band 3
	£14,630
	£15,136

	Band 4
	£14,735
	£15,245

	Band 5
	£15,030
	£15,564

	Band 6
	£18,220
	£18,220

	Band 7
	£19,726
	£19,726

	Band 8
	£20,165
	£20,847

	Band 9
	£20,712
	£21,412

	Band 10
	£32,832
	£32,832

	Band 11
	£65,664
	£65,664


• Information showing the maximum High Needs or Top-Up funding allocation (in pounds) that each specific band or element attracted for the previous financial year (2021-22). o If funding allocations for each band/element in 2022-23 are identical to those in 2021-22, please say so. 
Please see above, figures for both years are provided.

o If it is more efficient for you to provide these allocations based on academic years rather than financial years, please use financial years instead. 
Financial years have been used.

o If the Council has changed its banding arrangements during the 2021-22 and 2022-23 periods, please provide information showing the previous banding arrangements as well as the current ones. 
Please see above response.
o For special schools where banded funding is not used, please provide information showing the ‘top-up’ allocation per place. 

Please see the above table of special school bands.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
