Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Education, Care and Health Plans (EHCPs)
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

How many children attended a special school outside of the local authority area (Leicester City Council) between: 
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

Answer:

The Council commissions this service on the academic year basis.
For the academic year (2022-2023) – Around 220 SEN students are/have travelled to out of local authority.

What was the furthest distance a child had to travel to attend their special school outside of the local authority between: 
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

The furthest distance travelled by a child from Leicester City home address to school is 40.1 miles (to Derby). 


How many appeals did the council face from families about EHCP decisions between: 
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

46


How many appeals were lodged by families who were not given an EHCP between: 
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

12 refuse to issue


What percentage of EHCPs that were appealed were won in part by the council between: 
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

Most appeals are still a long way from the hearing date. Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by the Council.

To date, 2 of 46 won 
16 resolved or conceded


How much did the council spend defending the above appeals between:
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

This information is not held, therefore this is a refusal in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act.


How many children applied for an EHC plan from Leicester City Council between:
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

388 April to December plus 76 January 23


How many EHC plans were given out between:
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

402 April to December plus 72 January 23


What is the average time taken for a child to get an EHC plan. I would like a breakdown of the average time taken in the years below:
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

This information is not recorded in a reportable format on the Council’s system. To collate this information would be a manual trawl through every EHCP and this exercise would exceed the cost limit.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

The Council has duly determined that to undertake such an exercise would exceed the limit specified above.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under Section 17(1) of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12(1) of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

What is the longest length of time a child has waited for an EHCP under Leicester City Council. I would like a breakdown of the longest wait in the years below:
April 1st 2022 and January 2023

Longest wait in this period was 503 days


I would like a breakdown of the number of children who waited this long for an EHC plans for each year above. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
