Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Early Years Grant
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
FOI request – Early Years Expansion Grant (£75 million) and the Childcare expansion capital grant funding (£100 million).

Early Years Expansion Grant - £75 million

The government announced £75 million in additional funding to local authorities in 2025 to 2026 to support early years providers as they deliver the final phase of expansion to the working parent entitlements from September 2025.
This funding will be distributed via the early years expansion grant which will be paid to local authorities in July 2025. 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-expansion-grant-2025-to-2026

1.How much in (in £) of your local authority's allocation under the Early years expansion grant scheme has been distributed to any eligible recipients?
Answer:

The amount allocated to Leicester City LA is £317,985


2.What % of your distribution to date has gone to the following types of providers? 
None of this funding has been distributed to date, as it is expected to be received into the authority in July as stated above.

When received the funding will be distributed accordingly – Private 65%, Voluntary 7%, Independent 1% Childminders 27%


a. Private, Voluntary, Independent (PVI) including Childminders 
b. Maintained settings including School Based Nurseries and maintained nursery schools
N/A

3.Please give any information about how you have distributed the early years expansion grant:
We will be using our actual Autumn 24 PTE data to distribute the allocation to the sector.

a. Distributed your total allocation between providers as a flat rate per-PTE, according to the number of 2-year-olds and under 2s taking up the early education entitlements in settings.
b. Used your local 2-year-old and under 2s local funding formulae to determine provider-level funding.
c. Developed a bespoke approach tailored to support specific growth needs in your area.
If your answer to question 3 is C please provide information about the bespoke distribution approach. 

4.Do you plan to distribute all your distribution grant fund before the end of August 2025?  Yes/No


Yes


If No how much do you estimate will remain to be distributed? 

Childcare expansion capital grant funding (£100 million).

The government announced £100m of capital support through the Childcare Expansion Capital Grant in autumn 2023. The fund was to support the provision of new places to support the expansion of: 
• 30-hours entitlement places for children aged 9-months to 3-year-olds
• wraparound provision for primary school aged children 
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/childcare-expansion-capital-grant-funding

1.How much (in £) of your local authority's allocation under the Childcare Expansion Capital Grant scheme has been distributed to any eligible recipients?
£147,000 to date subject to contract


2.How much (in £) of your local authority's allocation under the Childcare Expansion Capital Grant scheme has been distributed to:
a. Private, Voluntary or Independent (PVI) providers in the early years sector 

£147,000 to date subject to contract

b. School based settings 
Nil


c. Local authority infrastructure projects 
Nil


3.Please provide a % breakdown of the distributed funds under the Childcare Expansion Capital Grant that has been spent between: 
a. Children taking up an early years place through the expanded 30-hours entitlement for qualifying working parents
100% (£147,000 to date subject to contract)


b. Increasing the supply of wraparound childcare for primary-school aged children
Nil to date

4.Do you plan to distribute all your distribution grant fund before the end of August 2025?  Yes/No
No


If No how much do you estimate will remain to be distributed?

£350k (for projects developing provision in the autumn 25 and spring 26 terms)

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
