Freedom of Information Act 2000 (FOIA)/Environmental Information Regulations 2004 (EIR)
Re: bonfire complaints
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please can you provide the figures for the calendar years 2019, 2020, 2021 to date

1. How many complaints have received regarding Bonfire complaints at the following allotments?

• Bonney Road
Answer:

2019 = 0

2020 = 2

2021 = 2


• Groby Road
2019 = 0

2020 = 0

2021 = 0


• Sandhurst Road
2019 = 1

2020 = 0

2021 = 1


• Stokes Drive
2019 = 2

2020 = 0

2021 = 0


2. Total number of complaints for all 43 allotments listed on Open Leicester Website?

2019 = 7

2020 = 8

2021 (to 28.10.21) = 12


3. Has the Council reviewed the impact these bonfires are having on the physical health of the surrounding residents? Please include the consideration of Covid-19.

Not directly, therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17(1) of the FOIA and Regulation 14 of the EIR, because in accordance with Section 1(1) of the FOIA and Regulation 12(4)(a) of the EIR, this information is not held by the Council. 

Bonfires are not permitted on Leicester City Council’s direct-let sites and with regards to allotment society-managed sites.  The Council asks all societies to consider other forms of disposal before resorting to bonfires.
The Council works closely with the societies and the Leicestershire Allotment Gardeners Society (the umbrella organisation for allotment societies within the city) to encourage all groups to minimise the number of bonfires. Societies are offered a “Chip Don’t Burn” service whereby green waste is chipped on site to avoid the need for burning.  
Any complaints from surrounding residents are investigated on an individual basis and addressed as required with the societies.  If there is a constant disregard or bonfires begin to constitute a statutory nuisance, then the Council reserves the right to impose a ban on bonfires on those society-managed sites. 


4. Has the Council reviewed the impact these bonfires are having on the mental health of the surrounding residents?

Not directly – see above answer. 
Bonfire complaints are investigated on an individual basis and if found to be causing a nuisance then the issue will be raised with the society and measures taken where 

required.

5. How does the Council do to ensure that the allotments are not breaching the following?

• Environmental Protection Act 1990 sections 33, 79 and 80
The advice to allotment societies is to ensure that if bonfires are undertaken, they are well managed and do not cause smoke nuisance to neighbours. 
Local residents are able to log complaints with the City Council Noise and Pollution Control Team, and these will be investigated for Statutory Nuisance.


• Wate Management Licensing Regulations 1994 paragraph 30

These do not apply because societies will only burn waste material produced within their own sites. If evidence was found and proven that waste was being brought into an allotment site from outside, the council would investigate and take any required enforcement action.


6. How does the allowing Bonfires to be burnt on these allotments fit into the following?

• Council's Environmental Policy
The aim of the Council’s policy is to “Prevent or minimise pollution to air, water and land (including noise pollution, litter, fly tipping and the impacts of car travel) and work to ensure that air quality in Leicester meets all legal limits on air pollution levels.” 
In line with this, the council encourages allotment holders to compost their organic waste from the plot where possible and it makes chippers available to help with composting of woody material. 
If air pollution is deemed to be causing a nuisance, such as for example through constant bonfires, then this will be investigated by our Noise & Pollution Team and the relevant enforcement taken as and where required. 


• Carbon footprint statement 2019/2020
The carbon footprint statement referred to looks at the Council’s own carbon emissions generated through its corporate operational activities e.g. use of vehicles, heating of council buildings, use of electricity, etc. 
Carbon emissions generated by other activities in the city are estimated by central government and published annually.
The Council makes this information available through a separate report: Leicester’s City-wide Carbon Footprint Statement, which is also available on the council website on the (Sustainability action plan (leicester.gov.uk). This is therefore a refusal in accordance with Section 21 of FOIA and Regulation 6(1)(b) of EIR, the information requested is made publicly accessible to the applicant by other means/ in another form or format.
The government figures do not separately show the impact of bonfires in the city.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
