FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
 
I am seeking information on the number of applications to your crisis support services for help with beds and bedding. These services could include a local welfare assistance scheme (‘LWA scheme’), the Household Support Fund, Covid grants, or any other type of crisis support.  

LWA schemes are typically a named service to which members of the public can apply for crisis support (such as for furniture or help with bills) and provide direct grants (cash or in kind) to an individual or household. 

Would you be able to provide the number of applications that match the criteria in column 2 to column 5 for the last 5 financial years? Please could you provide this information in the table below and where the information is incomplete, please also indicate this in the table. 

	Column 1 
	Column 2 
	Column 3 
	Column 4 
	Column 5 

	
	No. of applications 
	No. of successful applications 

	Financial year 
	Number of applications to your crisis support services where applicants have sought help with access to any of the following items: Beds, cots, bedding or mattresses.  
	Number of applications in column 2 where the application was made for a child (i.e. the application was for beds, cots, bedding or mattresses for a child) 
	Number of applications in column 2 that have been successful. (i.e. help with beds, cots, bedding or mattresses was provided.) 
	Number of applications in column 3 that were successful (i.e. help with beds, cots, bedding or mattresses for a child was provided.)  

	2022-23 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2021-22 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2020-21 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2019-20 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	2018-19 
	 
	 
	 
	 


 
Barnardo’s will use the information provided to inform research on bed poverty. This research will be used in our work with the Government on strengthening support for children living in poverty.  

Answer:
The only fund over the period requested (2018-2023) offering “crisis support” with beds, cots, bedding and mattresses is the Community Support Grant scheme. 

It would only be possible to provide this data requested by individually examining individual applications over the requested period and cross-referencing these with the invoices provided by our supplier..
Section 12 of the FOI Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for Local Authorities is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending 2.5 working days in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We estimate that it will take us in excess of 2.5 working days to determine appropriate material and locate, retrieve and extract the information in reference to your request. Therefore, your request will not be processed further. 

You may wish to refine your request by narrowing its scope by being more specific about what information you particularly wish to obtain, including any dates or period of time relevant to the information required. Please don’t hesitate to contact us if you need any help in doing so.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
