FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Request #1. The number of planning applications approved by Leicester City Council in the last 5 years, where the officer’s report noted that the proposal breached or did not comply with the “45-degree guideline” (daylight/sunlight assessment) in particular to semi detached property. 

Your reply as mentioned - "Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450."

Please proceed to provide my request #1 - by looking at the previous year's data up to the set limit of £450 as per Section 12.

Thank you for reducing the scope of your request.  

We estimate that 20 – 30 minutes will be required to locate, retrieve and extract the information from each case file.  Therefore, the council can process 30 to 40 records in the time frame permitted.  However, these case files may or may not reference a breach of the 45 degree angle guidelines, we do not hold a list of case files where this was a factor. If you wish to proceed and reduce the scope of your request, you need to specify an exact start date for the search.  As we receive around 2,000 applications a year, we may be able to search a weeks worth of planning requests in the 18 hour timeframe.  
As stated previously, all planning applications are published via the following link:

Find and comment on planning applications
You can conduct your own search without the limitations of the Act. 

Your reply - "If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us".
We need to know details where a planning application has been approved, where the 45 degree has been breached & what reasoning has this been accepted (under what circumstances).


As we’ve stated, this information is not held in a reportable format, we do not hold a list of all planning applications relating to a breach of this kind, however, we can confirm the following:
The application of the assessment is undertaken on a case by case basis and the application of the expectation is not a hard and fast rule.  Factors such as the orientation of the properties, distances and outlook and nature of the use, fenestration and size/outlook of rooms affected will all be varied. The impacts of the development need also be weighed against national and local policy expectations which direct us to be positive in respect of applications and any other material considerations. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
