FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
FOI on SEND provision

What was the total number of EHCPs issued by your LEA between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023?
625.

How many of those EHCPs above between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 were issued within the statutory time frame of 20 weeks? 

298.

What was the longest time a child or young person waited for a plan between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 irrespective of when the request for an assessment was received?
861 days.


The plan was started just before lockdown which meant that the process was paused as all the advice from professionals had not been received. Once it was drafted there were periods where professionals and parents amended the plan on many occasions, this all contributed to the delay in finalising.

How many appeals were undertaken between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023? (Appeal undertaken being defined as appeal processes started by people denied an EHCP at any stage of the assessment process.)
22.

How many appeals were parents or guardians successful? (Successful appeal being defined as an EHCP being granted after initially being denied.)

6.

How many annual review processes for those children and young people with EHCPs were completed within the statutory timeframes between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 (i.e 4 weeks post annual review meeting where no amendments are being made to the EHCP or 12 weeks where changes are being made to the EHCP). Please give me the number completed within the time frame and the number not completed in the time frame.

The Council holds some data collated from September 2022 until April 2023.

We received 1903 annual reviews from September 22 to April 23.  Of those, 1379 received their letter agreeing or not to amendments in the 4 week time frame.  819 plans were issued but we don’t have the data regarding completion times recorded for the purpose of this request.
To gather the specific information requested, staff would need to trawl through the SEN records of each young person to collate the numbers processed and the time frames requested.

Section 12 of the Act allows a public authority to refuse a request for information where the cost of dealing with it would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450 (equivalent to 18 hours of work).

This is therefore a refusal notice under the provisions of Section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.


How many SENDIST appeals of any kind (for any reason, B, F and/or I)were lodged against your LEA between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023?

24 (B,F/ I).

How many of the above SENDIST appeals of any kind (B, F and/or I) between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 were conceded by you either before or after a tribunal? (Conceded defined as the parents wishes were upheld in whole or part)
2 conceded.
3 resolved.

How many SENDIST appeals lodged against you between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 went to first tier tribunal? 

6, others still ongoing.

How many of those SENDIST first tier tribunals that went ahead between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 was there a ruling against your LEA in whole or in part? (ie the parents wishes were upheld in whole or part)

1.

How much did you spend on defending SENDIST tribunals and appeals between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023?

Nil.  In house Legal Services.

In how many of the SENDIST tribunals or appeals between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 did you engage a solicitor or barrister rather than handling in house with LEA officers?

None.

What is the current wait you advise parents or guardians of, for a SENDIST tribunal ?
Up to 18 months.

Please break this down into how many parents or guardians have waited between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023

Less than 3 months
0
3- 6 months


9
More than 6 months
13
Over a year


6

How many children or young people between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 who have an EHCP who have a specialist school by type named in section i, do not have an education setting named in section i - ie are not in specialist provision despite agreement that they are eligible?

111 (includes 37 not statutory school age).


How many children with SEND in your LEA are currently without a school place?
7 movement in

3 requiring assessment – no EHC plans

How many children and young people in the years 1 April 2019 to 1 April 2020, 1 April 2020 to 1 April 2021 and 1 April 2021 to 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2022 to 1 April 2023 had an EOTAS (Education Other Than At School) arrangement? (For the sake of clarity, this would be
where a formal EOTAS arrangement is in place which is reflected in Section F and Section I
(which should be blank) of the EHCP)

1 in each of those years.

How many exclusions in schools within your county between 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023 have involved children and young people with SEND (whether they have an EHCP or not?)

1,292 incidents involving 508 different children.

How many parents or guardians of children and young people with SEND have you issued with fines for non attendance of school between 1 April 2019 to 1 April 2020, 1 April 2020 to 1 April 2021 and 1 April 2021 to 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2022 and 1 April 2023?

	Dates
	No of Parents / Guardians
	Number of different children these relate to

	01/04/2019 – 31/03/2020
	776
	460

	01/04/2020 – 31/03/2021
	74
	45

	01/04/2021 – 31/03/2022
	241
	147

	01/04/2022 – 01/04/2023

(01/04/2022 – 31/03/2023)
	961

(960)
	539

(538)


We can only provide the 1st of April figure for the current year, previous years are held by financial year only.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
