Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: children at risk of forced marriage
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Does your local authority have a clear and documented procedure for record-keeping of children at risk of forced marriage? 
Answer:
The procedures relating to recording keeping of children at risk of forced marriage would be the procedure relating to forced marriage (Forced Marriage) and the Child Protection Procedures (Child Protection Enquiries - Section 47 Children Act 1989). The Forced Marriage procedure clearly identifies that forced marriage is considered a crime and a form of child abuse and will be considered as such (section 4).  
Record keeping procedures are therefore in line with policies and procedures relation to concerns relating to child protection procedures and enquires.  

Please provide the number of children considered to be at risk of forced marriage (categorised by age) for the following time periods:
The requested information is not recorded in a reportable format by the Council.  To extract the data at the point of contact/referral would require a manual trawl of every case for the years in question. It is estimated that it would take at least 30 minutes to check through each case. This exercise would exceed the cost limit prescribed in the Freedom of Information Act.   

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, along with locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may wish to refine your request by narrowing its scope.
If the case progresses to a Single Assessment, ‘abuse linked to faith or belief’ is a category where forced marriage would be captured and recorded as being issue.  This category may include other issues though related to abuse and faith or belief, and not only or solely forced marriage however. 

  

Numbers within the period where abuses link to faith and belief are as follows:

2019/20


11 cases
2020/21


18 cases 
2021/22


16 cases 
2022/23


34 cases 
2023/24


7 cases 
2024/25 to 12/11/24
9 cases
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

