Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding register
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

1. The number of individuals that joined the Council's Self Build and Custom Housebuilding Register in each of the following base periods as defined under the Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Act 2015 (as amended): 

1. Base Period 1 (from the start of the Self-Build Register up to 30 October 2016) 
Answer:
25


2. Base Period 2 (31 October 2016 to 30 October 2017)
31


3. Base Period 3 (31 October 2017 to 30 October 2018) 
35


4. Base Period 4 (31 October 2018 to 30 October 2019) 
19


5. Base Period 5 (31 October 2019 to 30 October 2020) 
30


6. Base Period 6 (31 October 2020 to 30 October 2021)
43


7. Base Period 7 (31 October 2021 to 30 October 2022)
30

 
8. Base Period 8 (31 October 2022 to 30 October 2023) 
16


9. Base Period 9 (31 October 2023 to 30 October 2024) 
12


10. Base Period 10 (31 October 2024 to present) 
2

2. The number of associations of individuals that joined the Council's Self Build and Custom Housebuilding Register in each of the following base periods as defined under the Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Act 2015 (as amended) together with the number of individuals within each of those associations: 

1. Base Period 1 (from the start of the Self-Build Register up to 30 October 2016)
0

 
2. Base Period 2 (31 October 2016 to 30 October 2017) 
0


3. Base Period 3 (31 October 2017 to 30 October 2018)
16 

4. Base Period 4 (31 October 2018 to 30 October 2019) 
14


5. Base Period 5 (31 October 2019 to 30 October 2020) 
26


6. Base Period 6 (31 October 2020 to 30 October 2021) 
17


7. Base Period 7 (31 October 2021 to 30 October 2022) 
13


8. Base Period 8 (31 October 2022 to 30 October 2023) 
10


9. Base Period 9 (31 October 2023 to 30 October 2024)
7

 
10. Base Period 10 (31 October 2024 to present)
2 

3. The date on which the Council commenced its Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding register? 
1st April 2016

4. What are the Council's entry requirements for joining its Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Register? 
No entry requirements as such but confirmation of:

-
Standard details i.e. name, address, Date of Birth

-
Intentions for self-build custom build (type, where, spend, timeframes etc). 

5. Whether the Council has undertaken any review(s) of its Register and when did it occur, and in the process of doing so has the Council removed any entries from its Register? 
Yes – any entrants that wanted removing were removed from the register

If yes to Q5: 

1. What were the grounds for the removal of these entries? 
No longer interested in being on register e.g. moved house. 

2. When did these removals occur?
Upon confirmation from entrant during consultation. Mostly around July 2020.
 
3. How many entries were removed from each Base Period (broken down on a base period by base period basis)? 
2 entries removed in July 2020. Unable to confirm this on a base period basis.
6. The number of Self-Build and/or Custom Housebuilding planning permissions and/or permissions in principle the Council has granted towards addressing demand arising from within each of the following Base Periods under Section 2A(2) of the Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Act 2015 (as amended), together with the application reference numbers. 

1. Base Period 1 (from the start of the Self-Build Register up to 30 October 2016)
109 up to 30th October 2017. Information not available prior to this date. 

 
2. Base Period 2 (31 October 2016 to 30 October 2017) 
109 up to 30th October 2017


3. Base Period 3 (31 October 2017 to 30 October 2018)
0

 
4. Base Period 4 (31 October 2018 to 30 October 2019)
11
 
5. Base Period 5 (31 October 2019 to 30 October 2020)
12
 
6. Base Period 6 (31 October 2020 to 30 October 2021)
6
 
7. Base Period 7 (31 October 2021 to 30 October 2022)
0
 
8. Base Period 8 (31 October 2022 to 30 October 2023)
3
 
9. Base Period 9 (31 October 2023 to 30 October 2024)
Not available. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17(1) of the FOIA and Regulation 14 of the EIR, because, in accordance with Section 1(1) of FOIA and Regulation 12(4)(a) of EIR, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

 
10. Base Period 10 (31 October 2024 to present)
As above, not available.


7. How does the Council monitor Self Build and Custom Housebuilding permissions and completions?

This is monitored annually during annual returns to the government. Further monitoring is proposed as part of the emerging Local Plan monitoring. This is the first opportunity for the council since the introduction of the Act in 2015 and since the previous Core Strategy was adopted in 2014.  


8. How does the Council identify that an application is for self-build and custom housebuilding, meets the legislative definitions in the 2015 Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Act (as amended) and meets the Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding section of the PPG requirement for the Council to be satisfied that the initial owner of the home will have primary input into its final design and layout?

Firstly we look at the application form as the applicant should a) indicate this in the description of the development and b) where it comes to the BNG exemption they are required to indicate this in the form. 

As all applications are now required to satisfy the BNG requirement one way or the other (including claiming exemptions) we ask that the attached self-build declaration is completed prior to validation // a self-build declaration on a standard format provided by our Planning Technicians is completed prior to validation. This format commits the applicant to entering a section 106 agreement prior to the decision being issued and providing further evidence at points specified in the declaration (a copy of this declaration can be provided on request)

9. How does the Council alert individuals and associations of individuals on its Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Register to any self-build and custom housebuilding permissions it grants?

The properties/sites are marketed on the open market by the Council as per the advertising process either via auction or directly marketed by the Council on the website. 


10. How many individuals and associations of individuals has the Council successfully matched (i.e., the individual or association has gone on to purchase a plot) with planning permissions for self-build and custom housebuilding?

None. No sites have gone to self-build and custom housebuilding as they cannot afford to pay market value for the sites that have been offered on the open market by the Council. 

11. How has the Council publicised the existence of its Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding Register?

The register is not published. However, people wishing to join the register can do so by following the link on the self-build and custom build webpage. 

12. If the Council has publicised the existence of its Self-Build and Custom Housebuilding register, when did this take place and by what means?
The register is not published. A consultation page was set up on 1st April 2016 which allows people to sign up to the register. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
