Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: empty properties
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. how many homes are classed as second homes by their owners in Leicester city?
Answer:

Defined as empty furnished dwellings, and no one’s sole or main residence, as at 12/11/2024 we have 2,176 properties.

2. how many homes in Leicester city are empty? 

There are currently 6,794 properties classified as “Unoccupied” based on Council Tax classification and there are currently 448 Empty Homes which are on the active case list of the Empty Homes Team (EHT).  

The EHT work with owners and representatives of empty homes to bring them up to a decent standard but if they will not work with us or cannot be found in some cases Compulsory Purchase Orders can be sought as a last resort.  The EHT investigate and take action only on homes which have been empty for 18 months or more and are family sized accommodation which is most in demand within Leicester City.  

The team focus on homes which have been empty for over 18 months because many unoccupied properties undergoing some kind of change (work/change of use or ownership) have this take place within 18 months of being empty and are then brought back into use without intervention from the team.  1 bed properties, properties linked to commercial premises, commercial premises or owned by companies are excluded from the work of the team.  There are currently 68 homes the team are working on that have been empty for 5 or more.

This means that of the 6,794 unoccupied homes in the City, 448 have been empty for over 18 months and meet the criteria of the EHT.

3. what is your policy regarding empty homes?

Private Sector Empty Homes strategy: To bring privately owned properties that are long term empty over 18 months back into use as residential family accommodation.

4. how many council-owned office properties - these are council buildings for the purpose of work - does Leicester City Council own?

There are 9 council owned properties that are used solely for offices by Leicester City Council staff.

5. of these, how many are empty?

1
6. of these, how long have they been empty? Please tabulate if necessary e.g., 1-12 months; 13-60 months; 61-120 months etc.

1 – 12 months

7. how many council-owned office properties are in such a poor state of repair that they are unusable?

None

8. of these council-owned office properties, how long have been in disrepair? Please tabulate if necessary e.g., 1-12 months; 13-60 months; 61-120 months etc.

N/A
9. has the council carried out any investigation or discussion or exploration into how much it would cost to reinhabit these council-owned office properties? If so, please supply the papers, redacting any information which falls under the commercially sensitive FOIA exemption. 

Community Asset Transfer (CAT) process has been ran and closed for the 1 empty property.
10. has the council carried out any investigation or discussion or exploration of whether to sell these empty council owned properties to private property developers or community groups? If so, please supply the papers, redacting any information which falls under the commercially sensitive FOIA exemption.  

CAT process has been ran and closed for the 1 empty property. Paper attached.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
