Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004

Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.
Please release the following information relating to looked after children in the care of your authority for the periods:

· 1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018
· 1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019
· 1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020
1.The total number of looked after children in the care of your authority that have:

a. Identified as having been trafficked or a victim of modern slavery – including, but not limited to those identified through the National Referral Mechanism.
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018  - 3 (all  British nationals)

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019  - 14 (11 British, 1 Danish, 1 Portuguese & 1 Dutch)

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 - 5 (3 British & 2 Dutch)

b. Suspected of having been a victim of trafficking or modern slavery, if not included in a.
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 - 0

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 - 0

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 - 0

c. Identified as an unaccompanied asylum seeking child (UASC) or a separated child
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 - 25

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 - 20

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 – 18

d. Identified as being a victim of exploitation
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018  - 4 (3 British & 1 Irish national)

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019  - 4 (3 British & 1 Dutch)

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020  - 5 ( 1 Hungarian  & 4 British)

2. The total number of looked after children in the care of your authority:
a. Identified or suspected as having been trafficked/victim of modern slavery and that have gone missing or absent.
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 - 3 (all  British nationals)

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 - 14 (11 British, 1 Hungarian, 1 Dutch & 1 Danish)

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 - 5 (3 British & 2 Dutch)

b. Identified as an UASC or separated child and that have gone missing or absent.
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 – 1 (Albanian)

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 – 1 (Eritrean)

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 – 0 

c. Identified as being a victim of exploitation and that have gone missing or absent
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 - 4 (3 British & 1 Irish national)

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 - 4 (3 British & 1 Dutch)

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 - 5 (4 British & 1 Hungarian)

3. The total number of individual incidents (which could involve the same child on more than one occasion) of looked after children in the care of your authority:
a. Identified or suspected as having been trafficked/victim of modern slavery and that have gone missing or absent.
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 - 72 missing incidents

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 - 313 missing incidents

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 - 80 missing incidents

b. Identified as an UASC or separated child and that have gone missing or absent. 
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 - 2

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 - 1

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 - 0

c. Identified as being a victim of exploitation and that have gone missing or absent
1 January 2018 to 31 December 2018 - 69 missing incidents

1 January 2019 to 31 December 2019 - 156 missing incidents

1 January 2020 to 31 December 2020 - 53 missing incidents

4. The total number of looked after children in the care of your authority that are still missing or absent (including those that subsequently turned 18 without being found) that were identified or suspected as having been trafficked or identified as an UASC or separated child. 
0.
5. For all of the above please provide a breakdown of these numbers by year and nationality of the child (e.g. British, Vietnamese, etc.) If identification is a concern due to small numbers involved, please give the total figures and specify whether the child is British / an EU national / non EU national. 
Please see above.

For Q3 & Q4, please add the length of time the child was missing during each incident.
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

Staff would need to trawl through all missing episodes to establish the time frame.  Allowing just 5 minutes for each case review would exceed the relevant 18 hour limit.  Therefore, this is a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

Please provide this information by email to research@ecpat.org.uk. If any of the information cannot be transmitted electronically, then please send hard copy material to the address above.

Please note that statutory duties include collecting and recording the following:

· Whether a child is a victim of trafficking/modern slavery, or whether there is reason to believe they may be a victim

· Whether a child is an unaccompanied asylum seeking child (UASC)

· Data on children reported missing from care

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
