FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please could I request the below information relating to the decarbonisation of public buildings (such as offices, community centres and commercial buildings) owned by Leicester City Council.

1. Number and nature of applicable buildings.

2. Copies of any decarbonisation related surveys on said buildings. Or if not possible information on the recommendations gained from these surveys. 

3. Strategy for the decarbonisation of said buildings. ie retrofitting of solar panels or LED lighting, energy use monitoring, rainwater harvesting.

4. Works completed to date and on which buildings.

5. Energy consumption (gas, electricity and water) over the last 5 years for each building.

The council holds the information you have requested.
Please could I request the below information relating to the decarbonisation of public buildings (such as offices, community centres and commercial buildings) owned by Leicester City Council.
1. Number and nature of applicable buildings.
Response:

Please refer to the documents provided in relation to energy consumption on Q5. 

Our building stock includes leisure centres (biggest energy users), community centres and libraries as well as commercial buildings. Over 300 sites are presented in in this spreadsheet ranging from a Crematorium with a large carbon footprint down to public conveniences with relatively low carbon emissions. Please note that the data we have sent only includes commercial buildings where LCC are responsible for paying the utility bills. We do not have data for commercial buildings where tenants are responsible for paying the utilities. 

2. Copies of any decarbonisation related surveys on said buildings. Or if not possible information on the recommendations gained from these surveys. 
Response:

The Council applies an exemption under S43 – commercial interests. The reports were commissioned externally and contain detailed information relating to recommended work, improvements and cost analysis, all of which is commercially sensitive. Should the reports be disclosed publicly, this would be likely to prejudice the Council’s ability to act commercially in future procurement exercises relating to such matters. 
The Council has considered the Public Interest Test and finds it falls in favour of maintaining the exemption. 

3. Strategy for the decarbonisation of said buildings. ie retrofitting of solar panels or LED lighting, energy use monitoring, rainwater harvesting.
Response:

Building on our PSDS funded programme in 2021, we've been developing a Net Zero Delivery Plan covering our full estate and operations. To allow us to analyse our operational buildings portfolio and prioritise and plan our programme of decarbonisation and energy efficiency retrofit, we've developed a detailed spreadsheet containing all the necessary information for each building. Using this, we have prioritised measures to identify a cohort of buildings as follows:

1. Carbon emissions - starting by selecting buildings in order of emissions impact, responsible for 80% of buildings emissions

2. Extracted the top 36 buildings that account for 80% of gas use.

3. Applied a ranking based the highest occupancy use, building refurbishment cycle and operational cost  

4. Excluded buildings that may be disposed of in the near future

We have also adopted an Invest to Save programme called “Clean and Green” which is looking to deliver LEDs, PVs and BMS within agreed payback periods which will increase our energy efficiency and save carbon. 

4. Works completed to date and on which buildings.
Response:

Please see attached documents which include our £24 million Salix programme, additional capital projects and our ongoing maintenance upgrades. Please note that this is work undertaken in last 5 years. , some of these include LED lighting installed at Jewry Wall renovation works and LED lighting, secondary glazing, and insulation at Pilot House refurbishment. In the timeframe provided we do not have the resourcing to produce the detailed outcomes of these projects.
Redactions have been applied to information that is not in scope for the request as it relates to instructions for the work to be completed, and does not relate to the work itself. 
5. Energy consumption (gas, electricity and water) over the last 5 years for each building.

Response:

Please see attached documents. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
