FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am requesting the following information under the Freedom of Information Act.

This request concerns characteristics that may be described as any of the following: Fabricated or Induced Illness (FII); Munchausen’s syndrome by proxy; parental ‘over-medicalisation’ of their child; or ‘perplexing presentations’ with regards to the child’s health. In the following questions, these descriptions will be referred to as “the described characteristics”. Where questions ask for numerical figures regarding the described characteristics, all four descriptions should be counted collectively (rather than split four ways).

The Council holds the information you have asked for.

1.      Of the child protection plans that started in January 2024, did any involve concerns over the described characteristics?
None involved concerns about the described characteristics.

2.      If the answer to question 1 is ‘yes’, how many involved concerns over the described characteristics?
Not applicable.

With regard to questions 1 and 2, one option for locating the information is for the council to perform a free text search of the child protection plans to find any reference to one of the described characteristics. There is no expectation that the council should trawl through all the other documentation that may have been generated during child protection proceedings, beyond the child protection plan document itself.

Please note that if the DPA exemption is applied (or partly applied) to question 
that does not mean it should be applied to question 1.

3.      Of the care orders (excluding interim care orders) that the council was granted in January 2024, did any involve concerns over the described characteristics?
None involved concerns about the described characteristics.

4.      If the answer to question 3 is ‘yes’, how many involved concerns over the described characteristics?
Not applicable.

Please note that if the DPA exemption is applied (or partly applied) to question 4, that does not mean it should be applied to question 3.

With regard to questions 3 and 4, one option for locating the information is for the council to perform a free text search of the applications for care orders to find any reference to one of the described characteristics.

5.      Please provide the council’s current policy on Fabricated or Induced Illness (FII), including definitions, warning signs, care/escalation pathways, and thresholds for intervention

The council’s current policy is within the Leicester, Leicestershire and Rutland Safeguarding Partnership Board Procedures. Named: Multi-agency management of MEDICALLY UNEXPLAINED SYMPTOMS, PERPLEXING PRESENTATIONS AND FABRICATED OR INDUCED ILLNESS (FII) Please see the link below.

fab_ind_illness.pdf (proceduresonline.com)
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
