FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. The number of children in care (also known as "Looked After

Children") that your local authority is responsible for, that are currently placed in children's homes and are attending mainstream state education. In this definition, please include mainstream academies, free schools and maintained schools but exclude independent boarding schools, special schools and Pupil Referral Units/alternative provision.
43 young people.

2. The total placement costs for children in care that your local authority was responsible for, that were placed in children's homes and attended mainstream state education, for the financial year 2024/25. (The placement costs refer to the costs of residential placement in the children's home, not the costs of the mainstream

schooling.)
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested in a reportable format; this data isn’t collated. Staff would be required to trawl through each young persons care file to ascertain when placements commenced, moved to a new provider, or ended.  We would then need to identify the relevant invoices and correlate the costs for each placement. 
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.  Your request exceeds the appropriate FOIA limit.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

We can advise that for the above 43 young people, 28 are currently in externally commissioned placements that cost £145,547.87 per week (combined). 

3. The highest annual placement cost of any individual child in the financial year 2024/25 of children in care that your local authority was responsible for, who was placed in children's homes and was attending mainstream state education during that period. (The placement costs refer to the costs of residential placement in the children's home, not the costs of the mainstream schooling.)

Based on the same YP data as Q1 & 2 – the highest annual cost is £325,000.

4. The estimated total placement costs for children in care that your local authority is responsible for, who are placed in children's homes and attend mainstream state education, for the current financial year.

(The placement costs refer to the costs of residential placement in the children's home, not the costs of the mainstream schooling.)

Please see the response to question 2 above.

5. The estimated highest annual placement cost of any individual child in the current financial year of children in care that your local authority is responsible for, who is placed in a children's homes and is attending mainstream state education. (The placement costs refer to the costs of residential placement in the children's home, not the costs of the mainstream schooling.)

£338,000.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
