FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1.      Current Need and Demand
·       Whether your authority currently has an unmet need or shortage of children’s home placements.
Yes

·       The approximate number of children currently placed outside of your local authority due to insufficient local provision (if available).
In total, we have 36 children placed outside the locality (Leicester, Leicestershire & Rutland). This is due to the need for some children to move away from the locality and/or due to lack of provision. We are unable to give exact figures for each category.
2.      Type of Provision Required
· Which placement type your authority has the greatest need for, from the following: 
All of the below. 
· Emotional and behavioural Difficulties (EBD) 

· Learning Disabilities (LD) 

· Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD) 

· Any other specialist placement types currently in high demand. 
There is a demand for homes that can cater for CSE, CCE, HSB, DOLs.
 

3.
Commissioned Rates
· The current weekly rates or typical range of rates your authority commissions or pays for children’s home placements. 
£4.2k up to £14.5 for solo, DOLs, high staffing ratio, 27/7 staffing

· Any variation in rates based on level of need, staffing ratios, or type of provision. 
Rates will vary according to individual needs, staffing ratios, DOLS requirements etc. These are negotiated on an individual basis as we spot purchase placements.
 

4.      Future Demand
· Whether you anticipate an increase in demand for children’s home placements over the next 3–5 years. 
If the population of children in care increases, then there may be an increase in demand for residential placements. This will be mitigated by the local authority opening more of its own children’s homes.
If it is easier, we are happy to receive existing reports, commissioning strategies, market position statements, or summary documents that address these points rather than bespoke analysis.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
