Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: council tax on second homes
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Second Home Premium
· Does the council currently charge a premium on second homes?
· If so, what is the rate of the premium (expressed as a percentage or multiplier of the standard council tax rate)?

Answer:

This letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is already in the public domain i.e. the Council’s website.  Please see Council tax explanatory notes
Impact Assessment
· Has the council undertaken any impact assessment(s) on the effect of the second home premium on the local economy?
No
· If so, please provide a copy of the assessment(s).

N/A
Definition of a Second Home
· How does the council define a second home for council tax purposes?

Please see Council tax explanatory notes
Disputes
· Have any households challenged the classification of their property as a second home?
Yes

· If yes, how many such disputes have there been, and how many resulted in a change of status?

Four complaints regarding second home premium have been officially recorded. None have resulted in a change of status at this point.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
