Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: stray dogs
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:


Please put the name of your Local Authority in the box below:

Leicester City Council 

Please indicate the preferred email address to which future Stray Dog Surveys should be sent (ideally a generic address, e.g. dogwarden@localauthority.gov.uk, to account for changes in staff roles, but personal addresses can also be used if appropriate):
Pest-dogs@leicester.gov.uk

Q1 Is the dog warden service for your Local Authority:
o Employed directly 
o Contracted out 
o Both employed directly AND contracted out (e.g. a contractor is used for the out of hours service) 
o N/A there is no dog warden service for this Local Authority. 
o Other (please specify): 

Q2 Who out of the following handles your stray dogs (please select all that apply):
▢ Council-owned pound 
▢ Private boarding kennels 
▢ Welfare charity kennels 
▢ Other (please specify): 

Q3 What was the total number of dogs handled by your local authority during the period 1st April 2022-31st March 2023?
(This includes dogs seized as strays by the local authority, dogs handed in or given up by members of the public, and any other means by which dogs come into your care. Dogs that were already in your care at the start of this period should be recorded separately)

How many dogs arrived or were taken in between 1st April 2022-31st March 2023:
160 

How many dogs were already in your care on 1st April 2022 (i.e. they arrived into your care prior to 1st April 2022): 2
Total: 162

Q4 Of the dogs who arrived or were taken in during the period 1st April 2022-31st March 2023, how many of these dogs were taken in for the following reasons?
If you do not know this information, or it is not recorded, please just put the total number into the "unknown" category to move on.

Unknown: unknown


Taken in by the local authority as lost/stray dog (i.e. found without their owner):
160


Surrendered/relinquished to the local authority by their owner: unknown 
Brought in by the police: unknown 

Other reason (please specify): _______ 
Other reason (please specify): _______ 
Other reason (please specify): _______ 
Total: 160

Q5 Of the dogs who were taken in by your local authority as lost/stray dogs. How many of these dogs arrived at the Local Authority by the following routes? 
If you do not know this information, or it is not recorded, please just put the total number into the "unknown" category to move on.

Unknown: unknown

Found and collected by dog warden (or equivalent local authority staff member) while out on patrol: unknown

Collected by dog warden after being notified by a member of the public: unknown 

Brought in by a member of the public: 0

Other reason (please specify): _______ 
Other reason (please specify): _______ 
Other reason (please specify): _______ 
Total: 0

Q6 Of the dogs that were taken in during the period 1st April 2022-31st March 2023, how many were in response to the Dangerous Dogs Act/Order? (Please leave blank if you do not have this information, and put "0" if there were none) 0

Q7 What were the three most common breed types taken in between 1st April 2022 and 31st March 2023? If you do not have this information recorded please provide an estimate based on your day-to-day experiences.

The three most common breeds seized/brought in were:
o Most common Crossbreed
o Second most common Staffordshire Bull Terrier
o Third most common French Bulldog

Q8 Was the information provided in the previous question (top three most common breeds) an estimate?
o Exact answer given (according to our records) 
o Estimate based on experience 

Q9 Of the dogs that arrived or were taken in between 1st April 2022 – 31st March 2023, how many were already microchipped when they arrived? (If you do not have this information, please leave blank): 126

Q10 Of the dogs that were handled between 1st April 2022 – 31st March 2023, how many had the following outcomes?
This should add up to the total number of dogs that you said your local authority handled in this period. 
If you do not know this information or it is not recorded, please just put the total number of dogs into the "unknown" category to move on.

Unknown: _______ 

Still in Local Authority kennels after 31st March 2023: 2

Reunited with their original owners: 100

Rehomed by the local authority (to new owners): _______ 

Passed on to welfare organisation or dog kennel for possible rehoming after the statutory period: 49

Put to sleep: 9 

Other outcome 1 (please specify): _______ 
Other outcome 2 (please specify): _______ 
Other outcome 3 (please specify): _______ 
Total: ________ 

Q11 Of the dogs that were put to sleep between 1 April 2022- 31 March 2023, how many were put to sleep for the following reasons:
If you do not know this information or it is not recorded, please just put the total number put to sleep into the "unknown" category to move on. Skip this question if no dogs were put to sleep. 

Unknown: _______ 
Put to sleep due to ill health: 1 
Put to sleep due to behavioural problems/aggression: 8
Put to sleep due to Dangerous Dogs Act/Order: _______ 
Put to sleep due to being unclaimed/no rescue available: _______ 
Other reason 1 (please specify): _______ 
Other reason 2 (please specify): _______ 
Other reason 3 (please specify): _______ 
Total: ________ 

Q12 Of the dogs who were reunited with their original owners, how were these dogs reunited? 
If you do not know this information or it is not recorded, please just put the total number of dogs reunited into the "unknown" category to move on.

Unknown: _______ 
Reclaimed by owners during the statutory local authority kennelling period: 100 
Returned directly to the owners without kennelling: _______ 
Total: 100

Q13 Of the dogs that were reunited with their owners between 1st April 2022 – 31st March 2023, how many were reunited because you were able to make contact with the owner (e.g. via microchip or ID tag details), and how many were reunited because the owner contacted you? 
If you do not know this information or it is not recorded, please just put the total number into the "unknown" category to move on. 

Unknown: 100
Local authority contacted the owner : _______ 
Owner contacted the local authority : _______ 
Total : ________ 

Q14 Of the dogs that were reunited with their owners as a result of the local authority being able to contact them (see previous question), how many were returned or reclaimed as a result of the following being a primary factor. 
If you do not know this information or it is not recorded, please just put the total number into the "unknown" category to move on. 

Unknown: 100 
Dog having a microchip (with correct, up to date information) : _______ 
Dog wearing an identification disc (aka collar and tag) : _______ 
Dog having a microchip and/or identification disc (unsure which was primary factor): _______ 
Dog already known to dog warden : _______ 
Other factor (please specify) : _______ 
Other factor (please specify) : _______ 
Other factor (please specify) : _______ 
Total : ________ 

Q15 How often do you deal with dogs who have already been through your Local Authority's stray dog services? (e.g. the same dog is picked up/ brought in on more than one occasion)
o Never 
o Rarely 
o Sometimes 
o Often 
o Very often 

Please use this space to clarify your answer above, if necessary: 

Q16 Do you scan and check the owner details on the dogs microchip (even if they have a tag)?
o Always 
o Most of the time 
o Occasionally 
o Never 

Q17 How many dogs who were microchipped were not able to be returned to their owners from 1st April 2022- 31st March 2023 as a result of the following factors (if you do not have this information, please leave blank):

Incorrect contact/keeper details registered on database 
Unwanted by owner 
Other factor 1 (please specify) 
Other factor 2 (please specify) 
Other factor 3 (please specify) 

Q18 Do you offer a microchipping service?
o No 
o Yes, fully funded (free to the owner) 
- only to strays taken into kennels without microchips 
o Yes, partially funded (owner pays reduced fee) 
o Yes, owner pays the full amount 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
