FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Original request 32558

INSPECTIONS

At the end of the 2022/23 and 2023/24 academic years, tell me for each year:

2a. The total number of home inspections carried out?
2b. In how many of those inspections did the assessor see or interact with the child in question? If known/recorded.
2c. In how many of those inspections did a parent/guardian refuse to let the inspector see the child in question? If known/recorded.

3. For each child known to be EHE at any point during the 2023/24 academic year only, what was the date of their last recorded home inspection? E.g. May 2023 

You narrowed the scope to:

In that case, please could you disregard Q4, leaving Qs 2 and 3, focusing only on these 2 months of the 2023/24 academic year so 1st February - 31st March. 

The Council holds the information you have asked for.  However, the following exemption is applicable:
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

For the time frame requested, 831 children were educated at home.  The request would still require staff to trawl and review the records of each child that was home educated at any point during this timeframe.  Again, allowing 5 to 10 minutes to trawl each casefile would require a minimum of 69 hours of officer time.  This data simply isn’t held in a reportable format.
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
