FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
A. Information relating to the collection of waste
Names of the companies involved
Types of materials collected by each
Tonnes collected by each per month or year
Charge per tonne or equivalent charged to Council

All household waste in Leicester is collected on behalf of Leicester City Council by Biffa Leicester Limited (BLL). BLL is responsible for treating waste that is collected or finding suitable offtakers for the waste. 

The types of waste collected from the kerbside are:

· Residual waste

· Dry mixed recycling (glass, paper, card, plastic packaging, metal packaging)

· Garden waste for customers subscribing to the service

· Bulky waste is collected by request only

· Clinical waste is collected by request only

Monthly tonnage collected for each of these waste streams is provided in the attached sheet, tab called ‘Question A’. This does not include data for the bulky waste; we do not hold tonnages of bulky waste collected as items are segregated for recycling or disposal along with household recycling centre wastes.

For other waste types, residents can visit the household waste recycling centres which accept a wide range of waste types. It is assumed that the question relates to kerbside 

It is not possible to itemise the charge per tonne collected as the council’s contract with BLL is an integrated contract for collection and disposal, and the charge paid is a unitary charge payment which is not based on the tonnage of specific waste streams collected. 

B. Information related to the sorting of recyclable material
Names and addresses of the companies that the waste is sent to be sorted (MRF/ PRF/ Paper mill)
Material sorted in each facility
Tonnage processed by each broken out by material type
Gate fee per material type charged by each facility

All kerbside collected dry mixed recycling (DMR) from Leicester is initially brought to BLL’s facility in Leicester to be bulked up.  No sorting takes place at the Leicester site. Added to the DMR collected from householders at the kerbside is also a small amount of DMR deposited at the city’s household recycling centres. 

The bulked up DMR is then sent to a MRF for sorting. It is currently sent to Edmonton MRF operated by Biffa G S Environmental Limited for sorting. The address is Unit 2, Aztec 406, 12, Ardra Road, Enfield, London, N9 0BD. In 2017, some DMR was also been sent to Biffa’s Aldridge MRF (the address is Westgate, Aldridge, Walsall WS9 8EX). Since 2018, the disposal point for the city’s DMR has been Edmonton MRF.

The tonnage of DMR sent for sorting from kerbside collected household waste is given in response the question A above. The attached spreadsheet, tab called ‘Question B’, provides monthly tonnages of DMR sent to each of the MRFs mentioned. These tonnages differ slightly to the reply to question A because of the addition of small amount of DMR deposited at the household recycling centres.

We do not hold information on gate fees. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
C. Information relating to the resale of sorted material
Names of companies that recycled waste is sold to
Type of material sold to each
Tonnes sold to each
Sale price per tonne or equivalent

BLL collects waste in Leicester and is responsible for treatment and disposal of all waste collected. All DMR collected is sent to a specialised MRF for sorting; details of these are given in response to question B. We do not hold information on the resale of sorted materials from the MRF, and we do not have information on sale prices or gate fees. Therefore, this letter acts as a refusal notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.
We do however receive information on the offtakers used by the MRF. Where the offtakers are brokers rather than reprocessors, we also receive some information, although less detailed, on the offtakers in turn used by them. Please refer to the data presented for Question D for this information. 

D. Information relating to the final destination of recycled waste
Names of every company where the material ends up and is reconverted e.g. Pelletised / extruded to sheet
% of waste that is exported to Europe / Asia/ elsewhere

I would like the data from the years 2017-2021

Leicester City Council is provided with data from Edmonton MRF on the composition of the dry mixed recycling from the city as well as the offtakers for the various recyclates segregated at the MRF. This data is used for the detailed quarterly reporting of waste destinations to government via their WasteDataFlow portal (https://www.wastedataflow.org/ ). Within the attached sheet, tab entitled ‘Question D’, is an extract from a WasteDataFlow report that shows the information we hold on the estimated tonnages and destinations of recycled waste from Edmonton MRF on a quarterly basis over the period from 2017 to Sep-21. Data from Oct-21 to Dec-21 is not yet available. Please note that the sheet includes the initial tonnage inputs to the primary destination, the estimated tonnage sent to secondary destinations and the tonnage of a ‘final destination’ node; the latter is used where no further information about the destination of the material is known. 

It is not possible to provide a percentage of waste that is exported to Europe/Asia/elsewhere. In many cases we will be informed that a certain offtaker sends material to a range of destination sites, of which some are in the UK and some abroad, however we are not informed of the exact proportion of material that is sent to each of those destinations.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
