Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Children’s Services
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. Data on the current and historical demand (e.g., over the past 3–5 years, if available) for placements in: 

· Children's homes

· 16+ supported living accommodation

· Family assessment services

· Emergency accommodation for children and young people in care or at risk

· This could include, for example, the number of children placed in these services, unmet demand, or waiting lists, if such information is recorded.

Answer:

Placement data from the annual 903 return can be found on DfE’s Explore Education Statistics website at https://explore-education-statistics.service.gov.uk/data-tables/children-looked-after-in-england-including-adoptions/. This is accessible to the public. This data is therefore exempt from release as it is accessible elsewhere under section 21 of the FOI Act.  
This is the source of the table below, to which we have added the information for March 31 2025. In line with government reporting, c indicates the number is suppressed to prevent potential identification of individuals.
	Placement on 31 March
	2020
	2021
	2022
	2023
	2024
	2025*

	Placement
	Foster placements
	472
	433
	448
	440
	427
	365

	
	Placed for adoption
	14
	34
	18
	17
	29
	14

	
	Placed with parents or other person with parental responsibility
	28
	50
	43
	41
	32
	28

	
	Secure homes and children's homes
	56
	57
	52
	56
	62
	100

	
	Independent and semi-independent living arrangements/supported accommodation
	31
	c
	46
	62
	37
	76

	
	Residential schools
	c
	c
	c
	c
	c
	c

	
	Other residential settings
	c
	9
	c
	7
	c
	c

	
	Other placements
	c
	c
	0
	c
	7
	c


2. A copy of your local authority’s most recent sufficiency strategy (or equivalent document) outlining plans to secure sufficient accommodation and support for children in care and care leavers, as required under Section 22G of the Children Act 1989. If an updated version is not available, I would be grateful for the most recent iteration.

Please see attached document
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
