Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Consultancy spend
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Q1. For the financial years 2022 - 2023, 2023 - 2024, 2024 - 2025, please provide:
1. The total amount spent on external consultants or consultancy firms.

2. A breakdown of consultancy spend by purpose, specifically for:

· Diversity and inclusion initiatives

· Employee wellbeing programs

· Branding, marketing, or council rebranding projects

3. The duration and cost of each engagement/project.
Q3. For the financial years 2022 - 2023, 2023 - 2024, 2024 - 2025, please provide:

1. Total spend on staff away days, retreats, team-building events, or similar staff development activities.

2. A breakdown of expenditure including:

· Venue or location of the event

· Number of staff attending

· Purpose or type of activity (e.g., team-building, training, conference)

· Cost per event

3. Any external providers used and the amount paid to each.
Answer:
This information is not held by the Council in a format which would enable a response within the FOIA time limits. Specifically, our spend on consultants is combined with other professional services, so to answer this question would require us to inspect and enquire on a large number of invoices to identify if it related to consultancy (and a breakdown of the work involved).

In relation to spend on staff away days, retreats, team-building events, and staff development, we do not have specific codes to enable the capture of this information within our finance system.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.
Our estimate would be that there are 200 lines to investigate (probably a lot more). If each one took half an hour to investigate (on average) then this would be 100 hours. 
This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request in its current form will exceed the appropriate limit.

You may wish to refine and resubmit your request so that it reduces the cost to within the 'appropriate limit'.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
