FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act 2000:


1. Budget Gap Data: The budget gap figures for each financial year, which represent the difference between planned expenditure and expected revenue for the council. This should include:

• The projected and actual budget gaps for each year.

• Any relevant documents, such as Medium-Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) reports, budget reports, or similar documents that contain projections or actuals on budget gaps.

2. Council Reserves: Details of your council’s financial reserves, including:

• Total reserves held by the council at the end of each financial year.

• The breakdown of these reserves into usable reserves (those that can be used for future spending) and unusable reserves (those that are set aside for accounting purposes).

• Any documents or reports detailing how the reserves have been allocated or planned to be used, including any decisions on maintaining reserve levels.

3. Local Service Spending: Information on the total local service spending, broken down by major service areas (e.g., housing, social care, transport, education, environmental services). Specifically, I would like:

• The budgeted and actual expenditure figures for each service type.

• Year-on-year percentage changes in spending levels.

4. Central Government Grants and Funding Reductions: Any reports or documents detailing the reductions in central government funding to your council during the period in question and their projected impact on the council’s financial strategy.

I would appreciate if the data could be provided in a digital format, such as Excel or CSV files, to facilitate analysis.
We are refusing your request under s21 Freedom of Information Act 2000 because the information you have requested is reasonably available to you elsewhere.  Below we have included links to where the information may be found.
The information you have requested is available in the Statement of accounts (leicester.gov.uk) (includes reserves and breakdowns of actual spending per year); annual Budget summaries (leicester.gov.uk) and budget reports, of which the most recent was in February this year:- https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/documents/s151722/GF%20budget%20report%2024-25%20Final.pdf
The budget reports also cover the MTFS and issues around government funding reductions.
The link to the Statement of accounts 

https://www.leicester.gov.uk/your-council/how-we-work/performance-and-spending/statement-of-accounts/
includes reserves and breakdowns of actual spending per year and has copies going back to 2014/15, but previous years can be found at:- 
https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?CId=417&Year=-1
Annual Budget summaries (leicester.gov.uk) and budget reports go back to 2016/17, of which the most recent was in February this year:-https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/documents/s151722/GF%20budget%20report%2024-25%20Final.pdf. 
Earlier years can be found as reported to Council at the February meetings:-
https://cabinet.leicester.gov.uk/ieListMeetings.aspx?XXR=0&Year=2007&CId=81&MD=ielistmeetings
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
