Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Fuel Theft and Tampering Incidents at Council-Operated Depots
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act 2000, I would like to request the following information regarding any depots or fuelling sites managed by the council:

1 - The number of fuel theft or attempted fuel theft incidents reported at council depots or vehicle yards, broken down monthly from January 2020 to the most recent available month in 2025?

Answer: 

One – August 2020


2 - The estimated cost or volume of fuel lost as a result of these incidents (if recorded).

32,000 litres

3 - The number of incidents involving pump tampering or suspected sabotage of refuelling infrastructure broken down monthly from January 2020 to the most recent available month in 2025?

Zero


4 - Details of security measures in place at the depots, including whether any of the following systems are used:
CCTV surveillance
Access control systems
Wetstock management systems
Automatic Tank Gauging (ATG) probes or consoles

CCTV surveillance


5 - Has the council implemented any new security or monitoring systems in response to fuel theft or tampering incidents from January 2020 to the most recent month in 2025? If so, please provide brief details and the date of implementation.
This information is exempt from disclosure under Section 31(1)(a) of the Freedom of Information Act - Law Enforcement. Disclosure of this information would be likely to prejudice the prevention or detection of crime. Disclosing specific security measures in place at a depot could help potential thieves plan future crimes.

Disclosure of this information would result in the need to implement disproportionate steps and additional expense to the public purse to counter an increased risk that does not exist at present and this information will therefore not be released.

Section 31 is a qualified exemption and we are required to conduct a public interest test when applying any qualified exemption.  

Factors in favour of disclosure

• It would help transparency and accountability of the council 

• It would reassure people about how effective our security systems are
Factors in favour of withholding 

• There is an inherent public interest in crime prevention 

• There is public interest in avoiding the costs (financial, distress, inconvenience, publicity, regulatory) associated with any fuel theft and tampering incidents
We believe that the balance of public interest lies in upholding the exemption and not releasing the information on this occasion.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
