Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Holiday Activities and Food programme   
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am a researcher at the University of Essex, working on a project investigating the impact of school holidays on children’s health and behavioural outcomes. As part of this research, we are seeking information on the Holiday Activities and Food (HAF) programme to better understand its reach and implementation across local authorities in England.

To assist us with this research, please can you provide, at the local authority level and by year, data for the period 2018–2025 (or for as many years within this range as possible) on the following points:

1. how much of the allocated HAF funding local authorities have spent each year

Answer: 

2022 
£1,277,912 = 98%

2023 
£1,620,090 = 100%

2024 
£1,611,230 = 100%

2025 
£1,619,900 = 100%


2. the overall number of unique children who participated in the programme in each year

2022 – 7512 unique children participated

2023 – 5517 unique children participated

2024 – 6664 unique children participated

2025 – 5029 unique children participated

3. the overall number of unique children in receipt of FSMs who participated in the programme in each year

2022 – 7512 unique children in receipt of FSMs participated (as above, figures include those allocated as vulnerable under 15% rule as we do not separate out in our data)

2023 – 5517 unique children in receipt of FSMs participated

2024 – 6664 unique children in receipt of FSMs participated

2025 – 5029 unique children in receipt of FSMs participated

4. the number of children with SEND or additional needs who have participated in the programme in each year

2022 – 781 children with SEND or additional needs participated (included in above figures)

2023 – 818 children with SEND or additional needs participated (included in above figures)

2024 – 888 children with SEND or additional needs participated (included in above figures)

2025 – 1593 children with SEND or additional needs participated (included in above figures)

5. the number and proportion of children who are in the primary school age range, the secondary school age range, and any children outside of those age ranges who attended the programme in each year

2022 – Primary = 6259 (83%), Secondary = 1253 (17%)

2023 – Primary = 4518 (82%), Secondary = 999 (18%)

2024 – Primary = 5163 (77%), Secondary = 1501 (23%)

2025 – Primary = 3786 (75%), Secondary = 1243 (25%)

No children outside these age ranges attend our HAF programme.


6. how the allocated 6 weeks of HAF are divided between the summer, Easter and Christmas holidays in each year

Easter - 1 week (4 day offer)

Summer - 4 weeks (16 day offer)

Winter - 1 week (4 day offer)

7. length of sessions offered in each year.
Minimum length of session is 4 hours, although some providers deliver 6 hours mirroring the school day.  SEND specialist provision is subject to individual needs and may be fewer than 4 hours per day.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
