FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. Does the council have a system/procedures for detecting fraudulent school admission applications? 

If so, please provide details of what these are. Please include if any new procedures have been introduced in the past few years.

This letter constitutes a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because an exemption under Section 21 of the Act is being applied, namely the information is accessible by other means, the Council Website, and is already in the public domain.

Information regarding how we process school applications can be found on the School Admissions Service webpages - www.leicester.gov.uk/admissions
 

2. How many applications have you investigated on suspicion of being fraudulent in the past three academic years? (2023-24 / 2022-23 / 2021-22)
2023/2024 – 26

2022/2023 – 24

2021/2022 - 14

 3. How many of these applications were found to be fraudulent?

Please break this figure down by primary/secondary schools, if this is possible.
2023/2024 – Secondary 8

2022/2023 – Secondary 7

2021/2022 – Secondary 7

 

4. For the fraudulent applications, please include further details of what the offence was / which school the application was for / and what the outcome of the investigation was. (Please include as much details about the offences as is possible.)
Fraudulent address declared in the applications. The schools applied for were Rushey Mead Academy, Soar Valley College, Madani Boys School and Madani Girls School.

 

5. Overall, how many fraudulent applications for each year were

a) Not accepted?
Please see the response to question 3 above.

b) Resulted in a child being removed from school after application found to be fraudulent?
1

 

6. Please include the number of fraudulent applications that led to appeals by parents, and the number of appeals that won.
2023/2024 – 3 appeals – all refused

2022/2023 – 6 appeals – all refused

2021/2022 – 1 appeal – refused

 

7. Did any of these offences result in prosecution? If so, please provide details.

No prosecutions, therefore not applicable.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
