FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
If a cost exemption is to be triggered by all of the points below, please work through them in descending order until the cost threshold is triggered.

· A list of trading standards inspections and visits to retail premises related to fair pricing (the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 and Price Marking Order 2004) since the 1 January 2021, including the date, full street address, premises name and details of any breaches discovered 

· All letters sent to stores following inspections related to the above issues over the above time period.

· A copy of every post-visit/inspection report generated related to the above issues over the above time period.

With the CMA recently releasing a report on failures by retailers and the clear impact these have on the public, I’d expect this to be taken into account in an public interest tests required by other exemptions.

The Council holds the information that you have asked for, but in this case, it is exempt from disclosure as in this instance there are statutory prohibitions on disclosure and the provisions of the exemption to disclosure contained at Section 44 (1) (a) of the FOIA, apply.

Section 237 of EA 2002 prevents the disclosure of “specified information” that relates to the affairs of an individual or business which a public authority has obtained in connection with the performance of certain functions, the Council are NOT permitted to disclose this information.

Neither is the Council required in such cases to consider whether or not it would be in the public interest for the information to be disclosed to the wider world (which is how any disclosure under the FOIA must be considered). The exemption is absolute.

We have responded with the information that we consider we are permitted to disclose.

A press release for this project is attached.  The project was undertaken during December 2023 and January 2024. 

•           A list of trading standards inspections and visits to retail premises related to fair pricing (the Consumer Protection from Unfair Trading Regulations 2008 and Price Marking Order 2004) since the 1 January 2021, including the date, full street address, premises name and details of any breaches discovered  - 14 premises visited.

•            Letters sent to stores following inspection  in relation to the legislation mentioned above;  3  Advice/warning letters issued – 1 for displaying out of date stock. 1  for non-complaint vapes and 1 for failing to display ownership details – not price related.  

Notice of Inspection Letters were sent to each of the 14 businesses prior to inspection which provided advice on their obligations under the legislation and best practice. 

A general business advice letter outlining obligations with regard to pricing was sent out to over 850 food retail businesses that were recorded in our database as a reminder of their obligations

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
