Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Leicester University study 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

 
The City Mayor has tasked Leicester University to head review re the recent unrest in Leicester East.

How much is the contract given to do the study going to cost?

Answer:

The Council does not hold this information.  Therefore this letter acts as a refusal notice under Section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act 2000 because, in accordance with Section 1.1 of the Act, this information is not held by Leicester City Council.

The University of Leicester were not formally ‘contracted’ to undertake the review into the unrest in Leicester East. The answer to the following question explains how the University of Leicester and De Montfort University became involved. 
The Council expected to contribute to the costs of the research team involved in the process, but due to the decision by the wider research team, including Dr Allen, to withdraw from leading the review, the detailed arrangements regarding how the review would have been conducted were never put forward and therefore it is not possible to say how much the Council would have had to finally contribute. 

What process was followed in selecting this organisation?
As organisations independent of the Council and with a track record for conducting ethically and procedurally sound and independent research, the University of Leicester and De Montfort University were asked by Council Officers whether they knew of any suitable academics with the appropriate experience to take part and potentially lead the review process. 
A number of individuals were put forward, including Dr Allen, and given his expertise in the area of hate crime, as well as having taken part in numerous other similar pieces of research, he was recommended by the University of Leicester as a suitable person to lead the review. 
It was also expected that Dr Allen would then, subsequently, form a review team that consisted of colleagues and other researchers from the University of Leicester and De Montfort University and whom would be involved in a very collaborative review process. 
The terms of reference for the review were discussed with Council Officers, Councillors, public agencies involved in the response, and representatives from faith groups and communities in the areas affected by the unrest. They were developed after listening to all these stakeholders about the unrest.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
