Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004

Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.
I would like to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act, which all relates to education, health and care plans in your local authority area. Please can I receive this in an excel spreadsheet.
1. The number of appeals against education, health and care plans (EHCPs) registered against your local authority since 2015. Please can this be broken down by academic year.
Please find the relevant information attached, however, our records are held by calendar year, not academic year.  We also don’t hold records for 2015, if held, staff would need to trawl through all SEN files for that year to establish if the family registered an appeal. 

2. Please can I get a breakdown of the appeals by type (for example, refusal to secure an EHC assessment, refusal to make an EHC plan etc), the nature of educational need and the ages of the children, all broken down by academic year and on separate tabs in the spreadsheet. 
Please see the attached spreadsheet.  The ages of the children are not recorded on this document, nor the primary need.  To gather this data staff would be required to locate and trawl through each relating SEN record for the children concerned.

Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act, because under the provisions of section 12.1 of the Act, the Council estimates that to comply with your request, in its current form, will exceed the appropriate limit
3. Of those appeals registered, how many proceeded to a tribunal hearing per year?
4. Of those that went to a tribunal hearing, what were the outcomes? How many saw the decision upheld by the tribunal and how many saw the decision in favour of the appellant? Can this please be broken down by year. 
5. How many of these appeals are still outstanding? Please list these by the year that they were first registered in. 
In response to the above 3 questions, please see the attached spreadsheet.

· if conceded at refusal to assess it did not go to appeal, 

· if resolved it was agreed before a hearing,

· if an order it went to tribunal

· if ongoing we don’t know yet whether it will get to a hearing

6. How much has the local authority spent on defending themselves in the tribunal cases since 2015, broken down by year? 



	Year
	2015/2016
	2016/2017
	2017/2018
	2018/2019
	2019/2020
	2020/2021

	Legal Fees
	3,500.00 
	0.00 
	5,716.80 
	7,464.54 
	9,075.00 
	5,041.25 




The costs include:

Recharges from Legal Services

External solicitor costs and

Payments relating to tribunal decisions
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
_1696926284.unknown

