Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Illicit Seizure Prosecutions
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
1. How many prosecutions have been sought by Trading Standards against retailers for a) illicit tobacco and vape sales b) underaged tobacco and vape sales in your local authority, in the last five years (2019 to 2024)
Answer:

Nil

2. Whether there is a minimum number of illicit tobacco and vape possession offences a retailer must have received before prosecution is sought? If so, what is the minimum number?
3. Whether there is a minimum quantity of illicit tobacco and vape products Trading Standards officers must seize from a retailer before prosecution is sought? If so, what is the minimum quantity?
4. Whether there is a minimum value of illicit tobacco and vape products Trading Standards officers must seize from a retailer before prosecution is sought? If so, what is the minimum value? 

In respect of Qs. 2-4, we do not have any minimum number possession offences requirement before a prosecution is triggered.  How any breach of legislation is disposed of will depend on all of the circumstances of the case and in particular whether the particular enforcement action is in the public interest and the evidence gathered meets the evidential (sufficiency for a conviction) test. 
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

