FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
My request relates to Emotional Based School Avoidance (EBSA) and Education Health and Care plans (EHC plans). I am looking for data relating to the number of times Emotional Based School Avoidance or EBSA is mentioned in EHC plans held by your council over the past seven years. Specifically, please could you provide the following:
· For each of the academic years 18/19, 19/20, 20/21, 21/22, 22/23, 23/24, and 24/25, the total number of EHC plans held by your authority.
	2024/25
	2023/24
	2022/23
	2021/22
	2020/21
	2019/20
	2018/19

	4,057 
	3,824
	3,387
	2,954
	2,990
	2,634
	2,386


· In each of the academic years 18/19, 19/20, 20/21, 21/22, 22/23, 23/24, and 24/25 the number of EHC plans held by your council at some point in that year which mention Emotional Based School Avoidance or EBSA”.
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

This information is not held in a format that is reportable for the purpose of this request, EBSA is not a code that we currently report on.  Therefore, to provide the figures requested, staff would have to trawl through all EHCP’s to establish if EBSA factored in their plan.   For 2024/25 alone this would entail locating/trawling and collating data from over 4,000 records.
If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

If data is not available for the whole period requested, please instead provide it from the earliest academic year available up until the most recent available at the point of production
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
