Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Captive Wild Animal Licences
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I am writing to you from the international animal welfare and wildlife conservation organisation, the Born Free Foundation.

We are currently in the process of contacting all relevant local authorities in the UK, requesting details of zoo licences, dangerous wild animal licences and performing animal licences in order to update our records and track changes nationwide.

If your local authority has formed a partnership with another authority, please include information for all relevant constituencies.

A. Details of licensed, in application, closed and exempt zoos under the Zoo Licensing Act 1981
Under the Freedom of Information Act, please provide the name and address for each premises that: 

1. Currently holds a zoo licence.

2. Is in the process of applying for a zoo licence.

3. Previously held a zoo licence but has since closed or no longer requires a zoo licence for any other reason since 01/01/2023.

4. Currently has an “exempt” status and the date that the exemption was granted. 

For each premises with an active Zoo Licence, please provide a copy of their:

1. Most recent annual zoo stocklist outlining births, arrivals, deaths, etc. in accordance with Section 9.5 of the Secretary of State’s Standards of Modern Zoo Practice.

2. Most recent formal zoo inspection report for formal periodical or renewal inspections carried out under S.10 or S.14.2 by Government-appointed Zoo Inspectors. Please ensure all pages (1-10) plus any pages with additional conditions or directions are included. For zoos that are housing elephants, please also include the most recent elephant inspection form.

3. Most recent pre-inspection audit for a formal inspection.

If any formal inspection reports are still being finalised and are unable to be released at the current time, then please provide the most recent completed inspection report that the local authority has within their records. Please note that we are not requesting copies of informal or special inspection reports or the zoo licence.

B. Details of licences under the Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976
Under the Freedom of Information Act, please provide:

1. The current number of DWA licences within your jurisdiction and the species and number of animals that each licence covers.

2. The number of current DWA applications and the species and number of animals applied for. 

3. The number of DWA applications which were refused since 01/01/2023, and the reasons for refusal, if possible.

Please note that we are not requesting personal information such as names and addresses of licensees.

C. Details of licences for keeping or training animals for exhibition under The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018
Under the Freedom of Information Act, please provide:

1. The name and address for each establishment that currently holds an animal exhibition licence. 

2. The name and address for each establishment currently in the process of applying for an animal exhibition licence and the species and number of animals each licence would cover. 

3. The number of animal exhibition licence applications which were refused since 01/01/2023, and the reasons for refusal, if possible.

For each premises with an active exhibition licence, please provide a copy of their:

1. Most recent animal stock list provided by each licence holder in accordance with Schedule 7, S. 6 of the Regulations.

2. Most recent inspection report submitted to the local authority under S. 10. (1) of the Regulations.

We are extremely grateful for your earliest co-operation. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.

Answer:

We can confirm that Leicester City Council have not received applications or have granted licences for:
Zoo licences - Zoo Licensing Act 1981

Dangerous Wild Animals licences - Dangerous Wild Animals Act 1976

Animal Exhibition licences - The Animal Welfare (Licensing of Activities Involving Animals) (England) Regulations 2018

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
