FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I would like to request the following information under the freedom of Information Act (2000) in relation to the Supported Accommodation services of your Local Authority:

1. How many children and young adults (including children looked after, care leavers and UASC) were placed in supported accommodation settings by the local authority on 31st March in the following years (31 March 2021, 31 March 2022, 31 March 2023, 31 March 2024)? Please could you also provide this information for those aged 16-17 and 18+ split by the amount of weekly support hours commissioned?

16 & 17 year olds 

1-6 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
7-12 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
13-18 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
19-24 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
25-48 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
49-72 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
73-96 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
96-167 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
168 hours (24/7 placements) [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Other placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total 16- & 17-year-olds [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]

18+ year olds 

1-6 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
7-12 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
13-18 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
19-24 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
25-48 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
49-72 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
73-96 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
96-167 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
168 hours (24/7 placements) [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Other placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total 18+ year olds [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]

2. How many children and young adults (including children looked after, care leavers and UASC) were placed in supported accommodation settings by the local authority during the year from 1st April to 31st March in the following years, 2021, 2022, 2023, 2024)? Please could you also provide this information for those aged 16-17 and 18+ split by the amount of weekly support hours commissioned?:

16 & 17 year olds 
1-6 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
7-12 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
13-18 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
19-24 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
25-48 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
49-72 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
73-96 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
96-167 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
168 hours (24/7 placements) [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Other placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total 16- & 17-year-olds [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]

18+ year olds 
1-6 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
7-12 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
13-18 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
19-24 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
25-48 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
49-72 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
73-96 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
96-167 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
168 hours (24/7 placements) [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Other placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total 18+ year olds [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]

3. In relation to any Frameworks you currently operate for Supported Accommodation, please provide the following information (including Provider name) about the number of YP placed, the average hourly rate paid for these placements, hours provisioned a week, per age bracket and commentary around any applicable discounts agreed with said Provider.

Provider and the below details listed on a per provider basis: 
- No of placements 16-17 yrs old 
- Hourly rate of 16-17 yr old 
- Av hours a week for 16-17 yr old 
- No of placements 18+ yrs old 
- Hourly rate of 18+ yr old 
- Av hours a week for 18+ yr old 
- Discounts agreed

4. What is your total spend on supported accommodation placements by the local authority in the following financial years (2020/21, 2021/22, 2022/23, 2023/24)? Please could you also provide this information for those aged 16-17 and 18+.

16 & 17 year olds 

1-6 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
7-12 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
13-18 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
19-24 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
25-48 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
49-72 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
73-96 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
96-167 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
168 hours (24/7 placements) [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Other placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total 16- & 17-year-olds [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]

18+ year olds 

1-6 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
7-12 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
13-18 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
19-24 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
25-48 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
49-72 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
73-96 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
96-167 hours [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
168 hours (24/7 placements) [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Other placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total 18+ year olds [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]
Total placements [ x ] [ x ] [ x ] [ x ]

5. Ofsted now requires supported accommodation providers to be registered and regulated for 16-17 placements. Of all the current 16-17 year olds in supported accommodation placements by the local authority, how many are placed with providers that have successfully registered with Ofsted? 

6. Of all the current 16-17 year olds in supported accommodation placements by the local authority, how many are placed with providers that have not yet successfully registered with Ofsted (split between those that you know to have applied for registration, those that you know not yet to have applied for registration, and those whose status is unknown)? 

7. How many children and young adults (including children looked after, care leavers and UASC) currently placed, prior to their current Supported Accommodation setting came from either: other supported accommodation units; residential care; not in care; or other?

8. How many children and young adults (including children looked after, care leavers and UASC) that have left their Supported Accommodation unit during the year from 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024 have left to go to: other supported accommodation units; residential care; not in care; or other?

9. Of the children and young adults (including children looked after, care leavers and UASC) that have left a supported accommodation unit during the year from 1st April 2023 to 31st March 2024, please provide detail on the length of their placement – 1 week, 2 weeks, 3 weeks, 4 weeks, 5-12 weeks, 13-24 weeks, 25-36 weeks, 37 weeks to 52 weeks, 53 weeks and over.

10. Of the children and young adults (including children looked after, care leavers and UASC) placed in supported accommodation, how many were placed within the local authority and how many were placed in other local authorities? Please provide this information split between 16-17 year olds and 18+.

11. Of the children and young adults placed in supported accommodation, how many would form part of the UASC cohort? Please provide this information split between 16-17 year olds and 18+ and for the years 2021, 2022, 2023 and 2024. Please also provide the expected growth trend in the UASC population that are expected to be placed in Supported Accommodation.
Section 12 of the Act makes provision for public authorities to refuse requests for information where the cost of dealing with them would exceed the appropriate limit, which for local government is set at £450. This represents the estimated cost of one person spending more than 18 hours in determining whether the department holds the information, locating, retrieving and extracting the information.

We do not hold the information requested in a reportable format; this data isn’t collated. Staff would be required to trawl through each individual social care record to establish the number of hours commissioned each week.  These figures can also change at any time, with support being increased/decreased depending on the needs of the young person. Staff have confirmed that answering just 3 of the questions above will require 30 hours of officer time. As the request exceeds the appropriate limit, the Council is not obliged to proceed further.

This is therefore a Refusal Notice under section 17.1 of the Freedom of Information Act.

If you would like any help in refining your request, please do not hesitate to contact us.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
