FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
The number of illicit cigarettes seized, broken down by year, in the last ten years (2013-2023).

The amount of hand-rolling tobacco seized, broken down by year, in the last ten years (2013-2023).


	Year
	Total Packs of Cigarettes Seized
	Total Pouches of Hand Rolling Tobacco

	2013
	0
	0

	2014
	547
	11

	2015
	0
	0

	2016
	627
	14

	2017
	0
	0

	2018
	0
	0

	2019
	0
	0

	2020
	0
	0

	2021
	0
	0

	2022
	0
	0

	2023
	0
	0

	Grand Total
	1174
	25


The number of Trading Standard officers in operation seizing illicit cigarettes and hand-rolling tobacco in your area, and the number for each of the last ten years (2013-2023).

Prior to 2017 we had 1 FTE officer whose role was to lead on age restricted products mainly tobacco.  Currently a tobacco operation could be led by any officer and be supported by the current 5.5 FTE staff as per the requirements of the operation/activity.  We now generally focus on contributing to joint operations and not leading on them. Enforcing against illicit tobacco has become a high risk activity.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
