
Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Libraries
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please provide a copy of all council documents containing assessments, proposals and options outlined and/or considered for the future of Leicester libraries and related budget cuts from the past 18 months. As part of this can you also provide the associated equalities impact assessments relating to the future of Leicester libraries
Answer:
Some of the information requested is available on the Council’s website. As such the Council applies s21 FOIA, which states: 

Information which is reasonably accessible to the applicant otherwise than under section 1 is exempt information.
All published documentation can be found on the consultation webpage at:

Proposals for libraries and community centres
Please specifically see Secondary Research Report which has assessments of all facilities and Supporting Information report which includes summary assessments underpinning the proposals for each site. 

The published Equality Impact Assessment is available here: equality-impact-assessment.pdf 

Some of the information is withheld under s36 FOIA, which states: 
S36(2)(c) – Disclosure of information would otherwise prejudice, or would be likely otherwise to prejudice, the effective conduct of public affairs
Section 36 requires the Qualified Person to give their reasonable opinion that the exemption is engaged. The Qualified Person for the Council is the Monitoring Officer, Kamal Adatia. Mr Adatia provided his reasonable opinion on 30th April 2025. Mr Adatia has considered the relevant information and considers that the exemption is engaged. 

S36 is a qualified exemption and therefore the Council has considered the Public Interest. 

Factors in Favour of Disclosure

· Greater transparency in how the Council has made decisions
· Public awareness of options considered by the Council in relation to provision of public services.
Factors in Favour of Maintaining the Exemption

· It is in the wider public interest that officers are able to explore options for savings that are required in a confidential environment. 

· Any inhibition in the exploration of service provision and cost savings could potentially lead to options not being fully considered, thereby prejudicing the proper conduct of public affairs, which is required for the Council to balance its legal obligation to provide a library service against the need to ensure best value and drive efficiencies. 

· Disclosure could prejudice the current consultation process, which is open until June 2025.  

· All of the relevant information, proposals and decision making is available to the public and is currently subject to public consultation. 

The Council considers that the factors in favour of maintaining the exemption outweigh those in favour of disclosure and therefore withholds the information. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk

