Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: care experienced 16-17 year olds housed in unregulated accommodation
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

1. How many 
(i) care experienced children in your local authority aged 16-17 (inclusive) are currently housed in unregulated accommodation and 
Answer:
63

(ii)  how many unaccompanied asylum seeking children aged 16-17 (inclusive) are currently housed in unregulated accommodation.
27

Unregulated accommodation is sometimes known as “independent accommodation” or “semi-independent accommodation”.
By care experienced children I mean children who are known to the council and who have been living in foster care or residential accommodation or another form of regulated accommodation as outlined above. 
By unregulated accommodation I mean accommodation for care experienced children aged 16 and over, where they can receive support but not care. Please use this article from Become Charity for more information on what defines unregulated accommodation. 
It does not include foster homes, residential care, hospital settings, residential school settings. 
2. How many care experienced children in your local authority aged 16-17 have gone missing between 18 February 2021 and 1 March 2023?
59 individual children have had a missing episode during this time.

3. How many unaccompanied asylum seeking children in your local authority aged 16-17 have gone missing between 18 February 2021 and 1 March 2023?
Of our current UASC 16/17 only 3 have ever been reported missing.
4. Please can you provide information on what mechanisms are in place to ensure that children housed in independent or semi-independent accommodation are properly cared for. Information could be but is not limited to guidance for housing providers or landlords, guidance for social workers, guidance for children and young people.
The following mechanisms are in place to ensure that young people living in supported accommodation are cared for properly:
· All placements are subject to contracts which clearly spell out expectations/ standards of care that providers should offer.  

· Placement providers are subject to quality assurance processes of dedicated officers of the Housing and Children’s Social Care services. This includes monitoring reports and visits to placements on an announced and unannounced basis. 

· Social Workers, Leaving Care Advisors and other relevant professionals visit/have contact with young people on a regular basis. 

· Young people’s care & accommodation is scrutinised at their regular LAC Review/Pathway Planning Meetings.

· Placement providers are bound by local safeguarding and missing from home multiagency procedures and protocols.

This is not an exhaustive list.

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
