FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
We wish to request the following information under the Freedom of Information Act (2000) and the Environment Information Regulations 2004.

According to your records, can you please confirm the following information:

1. Does the council have a Local Plan, which has been developed and/or updated in the past seven years (i.e. from January 2016 to date)?
The council does not have a Local Plan which has been developed and/or updated in the past seven years. Together, the Core Strategy (2014) and saved policies carried forward from the City of Leicester Local Plan (2006) form the development plan for Leicester. 

2. Has any area(s) been identified as suitable for wind energy development in the latest Local Plan?
The Core Strategy and 2006 Local Plan pre-date the national planning policy requirement that areas to be identified as suitable for wind energy development in local plans so neither identifies such areas.

3. Has the council explicitly considered and has been unable to identify a suitable area for wind energy development in the latest Local Plan?
The current local development plan (Core Strategy and City of Leicester Local Plan (2006)) did not explicitly consider suitable areas for wind energy development.

Evidence for the new emerging Local Plan has explicitly considered suitable areas for wind energy development as part of its Energy and Sustainable Design & Construction Study which forms part of the Local Plan evidence base and this will be published alongside the Draft Plan in the coming months.

4. Does the council have a Neighbourhood Plan(s), which has been developed and/or updated in the past seven years (i.e. from January 2016 to date)?
No.

5. Has any area(s) been identified as suitable for wind energy development in the latest Neighbourhood Plan?
Not applicable.

6. Has the council explicitly considered and has been unable to identify a suitable area for wind energy development in the latest Neighbourhood Plan?
Not applicable.

7. Please confirm how many (if any) onshore wind farm applications have been granted planning approval by the local authority during the past seven years (i.e. January 2016 to date)?
None.

8. Please confirm how many (if any) solar farm (i.e. large-scale ground-mounted solar PV system) applications have been granted planning approval by the local authority during the past seven years (i.e. January 2016 to date)?
None.

Further, can you kindly provide a copy of the latest (a) Local Plan and (b) Neighbourhood Plan and (c) confirm which sections (or pages) relate to the identification (or non-identification) of suitable areas for wind energy development?    

Please use the following links to the relevant sections of the Core Strategy (2014) (para. 4.3.19) and the City of Leicester Local Plan (2006) (para. 9.49).”

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
