Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: missing UASC children
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Please release the following information relating to looked after children in the care of your authority for the periods:

- 1 January 2022 to 31 December 2022
- 1 January 2023 to 31 December 2023
- 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024
- 1 January 2025 to May 31 2025 (or to May 27 2025 if you have to count it to the date I sent this FOI request).

1. Please tell me the total number of looked after children in the care of your authority during each of these time periods. 

Answer:

	
	CLA

	2022
	844

	2023
	844

	2024
	837

	2025
	663



1a. Please tell me the total number of looked after children in the care of your authority who have gone missing or absent during each of these time periods.

	
	Missing

	2022
	95

	2023
	108

	2024
	113

	2025
	48



1b. Please tell how many of them in total are still missing?

	
	Still Missing

	2022
	0

	2023
	0

	2024
	0

	2025
	0


2. Please tell me the total number of looked after children in the care of your authority that have identified as an unaccompanied asylum-seeking child (UASC) or a separated child in each of the above specified time periods (1 January 2022 to 31 December 2022;  1 January 2023 to 31 December 2023; 1 January 2024 to 31 December 2024; 1 January 2025 to May 31 2025/ or to May 27 2025 if you have to count it from the date I sent this FOI request).

	
	CASS

	2022
	58

	2023
	82

	2024
	78

	2025
	51



3. Please tell me the total number of looked after children in the care of your authority identified as an UASC or separated child and that have gone missing or absent in each of the above listed years.

	
	CASS Missing

	2022
	4

	2023
	8

	2024
	4

	2025
	2



3a. If possible, please tell me the age and nationality of each of these children.

Numbers are very low and there is a potential for an individual to be identified. For that reason, this information is withheld under section 40(2) (personal data), and this therefore constitutes a refusal under section 17 of the Freedom of information Act 2000.
4.  Please tell me the total number of individual incidents (which could involve the same kid on more than one occasion) of looked after children in the care of your authority identified as an UASC or separated child and that have gone missing or absent in each of the above listed years.

	
	CASS Times Missing

	2022
	5

	2023
	12

	2024
	5

	2025
	3



5. Please tell me the total number of looked after children in the care of your authority that are still missing or absent (including those who subsequently turned 18 without being found) that were identified or suspected as an UASC or separated child.

0

5a. If possible, please tell me the age and nationality of each of these children. 

N/A
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
