Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: equality impact assessment for sustainable travel and climate change initiatives? 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:

What equality impact assessments are carried out when implementing sustainable travel and climate change initiatives such as the implementation of cycle lanes, Low traffic neighbourhoods, 15 minute city, pedestrian and cycle precedence. 
Answer:
As part of the design development process an Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) is completed for relevant schemes such as those included in the Transforming Cities Fund sustainable transport programme. 
The EIA explains how the Public Sector Equality Duty is met and is started at an early stage in the decision-making process and looks at the impact of the proposed scheme on vulnerable user’s groups.  This document is then used to inform the consultation, engagement, and the decision. 

How do you assess the impact on:

1. disabled, elderly and low mobility groups
Impacts on these groups are assessed in the EIA process


2. women - who are lone travellers, work night shifts and feel vulnerable walking, cycling or using public transport.

Impacts on these groups are assessed in the EIA process

3. parents with families and young children and working parents who need to access work and nursery/schools efficiently and using the car still works out to be more affordable than public transport.

Impacts of the physical design on parents with young children is considered within the EIA process.   

4. people who have to use a car/van as they working as a carer, emergency workers, carry tools and equipment for their job.

Design guidance referred to is the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges, Standards for Highways as well as Local Transport Notes published by the Department for Transport. 

5. local businesses - removal of parking and therefore decreasing footfall

Where there are changes to parking restrictions such as the removal of pay and display parking or blue badge spaces - the impact on vulnerable users is considered within the EIA 


6. access for emergency vehicles. refuse collection

The design guidance mentioned above is used to ensure required road widths are maintained to permit access for emergency vehicles and refuse lorries.  

What consultation do you with local communities about the new sustainable travel initiatives you are implementing?

All relevant schemes include engagement with the local community by various means such as exhibitions, meetings, letter drops, press releases and scheme proposals on the LCC website.  TCF scheme proposals are shown on: Transforming Cities Fund Projects (leicester.gov.uk)

Are Leicester City Council looking a Leicester to be a 15 minute city and a no car zone in the centre and surrounding area?

The city centre is currently pedestrianised. The objective of enabling better access for pedestrians and cyclists to local facilities is included in the council’s draft Local Transport Plan…
https://consultations.leicester.gov.uk/communications/ltp4/supporting_documents/Leicester Transport Plan.pdf
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
