FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Thank you for your email dated 5th January 2026 in which you ask that your email request of 24th December 2025 is dealt with under Freedom of Information Act 2000. 

The Council has now considered your request under FOIA, but considers that the request was made on 5th January 2026, not 24th December 2025. Prior to 5th January 2026, communications were ongoing as a press enquiry as is custom and practice between journalists and our press team. 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
I understand there were some slides presented on why the details of the £10m payment cannot be disclosed?

 

Could you please send me a copy of those slides?

Response: 

The request seeks a copy of the powerpoint presentation that was shared with councillors during a private briefing at the overview & scrutiny committee meeting on 3 December 2025. The agenda for the meeting is available online: 

(Public Pack)Agenda Document for Overview Select Committee, 03/12/2025 17:30
Agenda item 15 was a private session and the agenda sets out the appropriate legislative requirements for a report to be considered by members in private, being s100A(4) and Part 1 of Schedule 12A Local Government Act 1972. The Council relied upon the following provisions: 

3 - Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (including the authority holding that information).
5 - Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege could be maintained in legal proceedings.
In accordance with the Council’s constitution the decision to move to a private meeting was made by the members (AGREED by majority (6 for, 1 against, 1 abstention)). Please see minutes of the meeting here which record the decision. 

The Council applies s43 and s42 FOIA to this request. 

s43 FOIA (commercial interests)
Section 43 FOIA states: 

(2) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under this Act would, or would be likely to, prejudice the commercial interests of any person (including the public authority holding it).

The Council considers that the presentation shared at the meeting is commercially sensitive, both in relation to the Council and the other organisations involved. The details of the dispute between the Council and the other organisation are commercially sensitive and relate to the contract between the two parties. Disclosure of this information would prejudice the Council’s ability to act commercially in relation to future contracts with other organisations. 

The Council is a public body but holds commercial interests, and it is incumbent upon the Council to ensure it achieves best value for services it procures and to do so it must be able to act competitively in the commercial market. Disclosure of confidential disputes between the Council and companies it contracts with would prejudice not only that commercial relationship, but would also prejudice future contractual relationships. Companies will be less likely to enter into such relationships with the Council if they believe that commercially sensitive information may be disclosed publicly via FOIA. The Council therefore considers that there is a clear prejudice to the Council should this information be disclosed.  

This is a qualified exemption and is therefore subject to the Public Interest Test. 

Factors in favour of disclosure: 

· Accountability of how the Council manages its finances, particularly in view of the large sum involved in this particular dispute

· Transparency regarding Council decision making and finances. 

Factors in favour of maintaining the exemption: 

· There is a strong public interest in the Council being able to act commercially and achieve the best value for services it procures. 

· The Council must be able to act competitively in a commercial market 

· The Council must be able to negotiate disputes with contractors in confidence relating to commercial matters. 

The Council considers the public interest factors in favour of maintaining the exemption significantly outweigh the factors in favour of disclosure. 

Section 42 – Legal Professional Privilege 

The Council applies s42 FOIA which states: 

(1) Information in respect of which a claim to legal professional privilege or, in Scotland, to confidentiality of communications could be maintained in legal proceedings is exempt information.

The presentation contains information that is exempt under legal professional privilege as it relates to both legal advice privilege and litigation privilege. 

This is a qualified exemption and therefore the Council has considered the Public Interest Test. 

Factors in favour of disclosure: 

· Transparency of Council decision making 

· Accountability for the Council 

· Transparency in relation to Council spend. 

Factors in favour of maintaining the exemption: 

· The purpose of LPP is to ensure frankness between lawyers and their clients, which serves the wider administration of justice. 

· Sufficient information has been released to satisfy the public interest. 

· Disclosure would prejudice future cases

The Council considers the Public Interest Test falls in favour of maintaining the exemption. 

You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
