FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT 2000/ENVIRONMENTAL INFORMATION REGULATIONS 2004 
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Could the council provide under the freedom of  information Act.

How many properties within the city that have not paid council tax for more than two years.
Some households are exempt from Council Tax based on the circumstances of the payer/benefits etc.  However, we have assumed your request relates to the number of empty properties. From April 2019, councils have new powers to increase council tax premiums on homes left empty for over two years.  The following table details the number of properties that were empty in the City as at 1/1/2023, the period they were empty and the additional premium applied to their bill:
	Length of Time Empty
	No. of Properties
	Additional Premium

	2 – 5 years
	325
	Double the council tax paid by an occupied home.

	5 – 10 years
	92
	Three times the council tax paid by an occupied home.

	Over 10 years
	57
	Four times the council tax paid by an occupied home.



Could the information be broken down as much as possible, I am unsure how the council holds this data by parliamentary areas or ward boundaries.

We can confirm that we hold details of individual empty residential Council properties, however, the Council is of the view that residential empty property information is exempt from disclosure under section 31(1)(a) – Prejudicial to Law Enforcement which states:

“(1) Information is exempt information if its disclosure under the Act would, or would be likely to prejudice –

(a) the prevention or detection of crime.”

The disclosure of the addresses would be likely to prejudice the prevention of crime as it is believed that if a list of the addresses were to be disclosed then these properties would become more vulnerable to squatting, associated crime and other forms of criminal activity including but not limited to criminal damage, extraction of electricity and the stripping of empty properties and would increase the social and economic costs in these areas as a result.


Could LCC inform me how many properties declare students living in houses  for the purpose of council tax.
At October 2022, 7,910 properties were occupied solely by full time students

Could LCC explain to me why the LCC are not picking up abandoned and empty properties by lack, of payment of council  this way?
LCC identify long term empty properties with 0 adults empty over 18 months irrespective of whether or not council tax payments are up-to-date.


Could LCC inform me through its polices of how it engages with the owners to bring the properties back in use?

Compulsory Purchase Order made pursuant to Section 17 of the Housing Act 1985

Empty Homes Strategy 1995.
Review or Private Sector Empty Homes February 2013.
Statement of Housing Need 2017.
Once properties are identified as empty over 18 months with 0 adults, owners are given first notification of our Empty Homes strategy by letter. 

We visit empty properties on a regular basis gathering evidence of progress through engaging with owners by letter, email, face to face visits, and by telephone by negotiating reasonable timescales to return empty properties back into occupation. 
Timescales range from 3 months, 6 months, 9 months or even 12 months depending on proposed plans. If owners do not engage in the process fully or are non-compliant, these cases can be progressed through to Compulsory Purchase.
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.
If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
