Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Policies on bruising in non-mobile infants
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
In September 2022 the Child Safeguarding Review Panel issued guidance asking that “all safeguarding partners review their current policies on bruising in non-mobile infants to check for consistency with the evidence base and national guidelines.”
Can you respond to the following freedom of information request:
1. Was there a review of your safeguarding policies after this guidance was published, when was it, and what did it conclude?
Answer:

There was no formal review of the procedure in response to the guidance.  There was consideration of the learning in respect of relevance to our local policy which was updated just prior to the publication of the guidance in June 2022.  In January 2023 the policy and procedures group confirmed its view that the procedure published in June 2022 complied with the guidance from the national panel and needed no further update.

2. Provide any papers that give information on the outcome of this review.
The updated procedure in June 2022 is linked here.  Bruising, Marks, or Injury of Concern in Pre-Mobile... 

There was no formal review process as this was not felt necessary.  

Minutes of the Policy and procedure group held in January 2023 state

· The Chair confirmed that the article in Community Care in relation to bruising and pre-mobile babies raised important issues about the trauma caused to parents where there was no non accidental injury. However the local LLR procedure has been revised and uses key questions to be asked of parents to ensure, as far as is possible, that only the babies that need to be referred are referred to CSC and paediatricians.  It is felt that the revised LLR procedure fulfils the questions raised by the article as well as keeping babies safe by risk assessing each case appropriately. The procedure would only change if the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health change their guidance. In summary, it was confirmed that the procedure does not currently need to be changed.  

https://www.communitycare.co.uk/2022/10/05/pre-mobile-infant-bruising-should-not-automatically-prompt-section-47s-say-government-advisers/ 

This article in response to the national panel learning supported decision making.
3. Does your policy require a s47 investigation or strategy discussion in all cases?
No

4. What changes were put in place to provide consistency with the evidence base and national guidelines.
No changes were made specific to the guidance publication.  The procedure was updated in June 2022 and was considered to be compliant.

5. Were there changes to your definition of when a child is not independently mobile and how is that now defined – in particular are children who can roll defined as not independently mobile and are children classified as not independently mobile on the basis of age?

No changes were made in direct response to the national panel guidance – the procedure is here for consideration

Bruising, Marks, or Injury of Concern in Pre-Mobile...
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
