Freedom of Information Act 2000/Environmental Information Regulations 2004  
re: Local Food Partnerships
Your request for information has now been considered and the Council’s response to your questions is shown below.

You asked:
Under the Freedom of Information Act, I would like to request the following information on your local authority’s knowledge of and involvement with Local Food Partnerships:
A local food partnership (‘LFP’) is a cross-sector collaboration between local authorities, third sector organizations, businesses, and academics that works to transform local food systems by improving public health, fostering community connection, building diverse local food economies, and addressing sustainability issues. Examples of local food partnerships include ‘Bradford Sustainable Food Partnership’ and ‘Food4Fife’.
1. Does your local authority have any involvement with a local food partnership? 
Answer:
We don't have anything called a "food partnership" but we did have a Food Plan Board until last year - this included many partners that would sit on a Food Partnership. 
We have recently joined this Board together with our Healthy Weight group to form a Food and Healthy Weight Group.  This is led by Public Health within the Local Authority. 
We also have a Feeding Leicester group that meets quarterly to focus on food poverty with wide range of partners attending.    

a. If yes, what is the name of the local food partnership?

Food and Healthy Weight Group

b. If yes, what is the nature of the involvement? E.g. does your local authority facilitate meetings, donate money or provide staff time to work on the local food partnership
We have a Food Plan for the City - this is overseen by a part-time project manager with a remit around Food (is funded by and sits in Public Health in Council).  
Public health lead the Food and Healthy Weight meetings - there are also sub-groups (including business/ social care/ Children and Young People/ maternity). 

c. If no, are you looking to establish a local food partnership or cross-sector food strategy?

N/A
2. If your LA supports an LFP financially, what was the value of the financial support provided by the local authority in each of the last three financial years:

a. 2022/23

b. 2021/22

c. 2020/21
We don't fund a separate partnership - employ a project manager 3 days/ week to support this work (approx. 35k)
3. How many members of staff are working to support your local food partnership? Please provide:

One part-time project manager overseeing the Food Plan/ other staff support & commission e.g. community food growing and several public health staff work on a Whole Systems Approach to Healthy Weight (of which a focus on food is a key component). 
a. The number of Full Time Equivalent (FTE) staff working to support your local food partnership.

Core staff - 0.6WTE

4. Do young people benefit from the activities of your local food partnership? For example, are they supported by projects run by the food partnership. ‘Young people’ is defined here as those under 25.

a. Yes/no

Yes- the young marketeers project has run in the city and many of the actions in the plan do benefit young people e.g. increasing uptake of free school meals and healthy start / Beans Meals Project with university & school meals provider/ programmes to improve approach to food in schools (previously Food for Life)/ healthy eating in nurseries programme.   
b. If yes, how many young people are involved? 

The Council does not hold this information and is informing you as required by section 1.1 of the FOI Act.

It is impossible to quantify numbers benefiting from projects - we don't support young people to actually run projects. 

c. What is the nature of their involvement? 
Children and young people benefit from programmes but their direct involvement in shaping programmes is probably limited (except young marketeers & Beans Meals project).
5. Are young people involved in the strategic development of the food partnership, for example through consultation, co-development or engagement activities that focus on youth voices?

a. Yes/no
No, has not really been a focus so far - are consulted/ engaged within various projects e.g. through Beans Meals project.
b. If yes, how many young people are involved?
N/A
c. What is the nature of their involvement?

N/A
You may re-use the information under an Open Government Licence.

If you are dissatisfied with the handling of your request, please write, explaining your grounds of appeal, to: 

Internal Review

Information Governance & Risk
Email: info.requests@leicester.gov.uk
